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GG ERERDEN AN
 Die Fovis 26. Decemb, 1644,

T is this day Ordered by the Lords in

Parliament Aflembled, That the Houfe

doth hereby give thanks to Mafter Calamy
for his great pains taken in the Sermon he
Preached on Wednc(day the 25. of this in-
ftant December, in the Abby Church we/?-
minfler,it bcmg the day of thC monethly Faft.
And this Houfe doth defire him to Print and
publifh the fame. And laftly, It is Ordered,
that none thall Print or pubhﬂx his faid Ser-
mon without being Authorifed fo to doe un-
der the hand of the faid Mafter Calamy,

~ Io. Browne Cler. “Parlamentorurs.

SRRl Rl
Sl

E Doe appoint (Triftopher Meredith, to Print this Sere
mon, and no man elfe.

Eomuno Cartamy.
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TO THE RIGHT HO.
NOVRABLE HOVSE OF
Lords Affembled in

PARLIAMENT,

me g He differences and Divifions of
" England ar this day are o many,

// \ [0 great, and fo deftruitive 70
@, Church and State, as that it can-
@ ot but be accounted a tranfcen-
~ dent aé# of Piety awd Charitie
9  for any man to endevour according.

10 his place 10 compofc the one, and remove the other.
But though this worke be very excellent, yes it is alfe
wery dangereus to him that [ball undertakeit,  For it
# often found, that hethat will fiep inte reconcile twe
parties that are a fighting, doth prove the party a-
gainftwhich both of them willfight,. 0r if not. both,
yet alwaies the party that doth the wrong will be a bis~
ter enemie to him that would make up the breach. And
therefore it is expreffely faid, A&k, 7.26,27. That
when Mofes [aw twe of his breshren flriving one a-
. A 3 ‘ againfs




The Epiftle Dedicatory.

Ruffini hifter,
Ecclefiaft.

lib, 2, cap.g.

againfbthe ather, and /i‘eft into fet them at one, [ay-
ing, Sirs, ye are brethren, why RS- ye 08¢ anether

He that did his neighbour the wrong thruft him
away,faying,Who made thee a Ruler and aJudge

- overus? But yet nojwithflanding, happy i that man

whom God fhall make any wayes infrumentall fo the
bripging in of a holy and ble([ed Peace into this di-
Sreffed Iland, though with the loffe of his ewne Bife.
Famons is the example of Gregory Nazianzen, who
was Bithop of Conftantinople, eminent for Learn-
ingand Piety - Awd yet when he [aw 4 prevailing
Faction endevouring to choofe another into bis place,
andthat it would much difturbe the peace of the Citie
if he did ne yeeld i upy, bebrake outingo this [pecch :
Abfit, inquit, ut.mei causi aliqua fimultas oriatur
in Dei Sacerdotibus. Si propterme eft iftatem-
peftas, tollite, & mittite meinmare, & definet 4
vobis quaffatio. God forbid that for my caufe any
difference fhould arife amongft the Minifters of
God : Ifthis tempeft be raifed for my caufe; take
me; &throw meinto the Seathat (G the tempeft
mayceafe. A fentence worthy to be wristen inlet-
tersof Gold, andto be pus im practife byevery true

bearied Englithman. . The like we read of Codrus
- sHeathen King, whe for the love of his pesplé ex-

pofedbimfelfe rodeath. And of Curtius, and of three
Decii that devored shemfelves 10 ruine for the [afe.
sie of thacir Coumtreys: The Boske of God wlsus of Mo-
fes#ar was willing 10 barve hés ame blotred onz of
the Boskeoflife. andof Paulsias was wifling to be
wn Anavhema; that fo God might be reconciled to

~ hepeopleof racl withwhom hewas difpleafed. Bus

the gremseft exampleof whl is of owr Lord and blefled
RS : Saviour



The Epiftle Dedicatory.

Saviour, who emptied himfelfe of bis Divinitie, and
became a [ervant,.and acurfe, thas he might become
our Peace-maker. V ‘ Lo

Much tothis pyrpofe & [4id in the infuing Ser
wmon, which is now made publigue by yeur- Comweinds,
Somerhing alfo is (aid to keep up your [pirits’ st bes
ing over-difmased av the confideration of thefe Land.
deftroying Divifions. Great are the featchings asd
tremblings of heart, becaufe of thefe Divifions, Bt
be not over-difcouraged : 1t is Gods Prerogative re
bring light out of darknefle, good out of evill,

uvitie out of divifion. He worketh by contrarie

seanes as well @5 by unlikely meanes. He delivered
Jonah by a Whale, and kept him (as Bafil faith)
vivusinfepulchro. Heraifed Jolephby cafting hims
into prifons hecured the blind man by clay and{pit-
tle. dnd Idoubt not but he will bring a great deale
of good at laft out of our Divifions, It i obfervable
that Simeon and Levi, that at firft were brethrenin
iniquitie, joyning rogether 1o defiroy the Sheche-

mites, and for this cruel a, as a [utable punifbment,

were divided in Jacob, and {cattered in Ifrael,
Gen.49.7. Yet nowithfianding becanfe afterwards
Leviwas zealous for God againft the wor[hippers of
the golden Calfe, and did appeare valiantly on Gods
fide, Ex0d.32.26. Gud did 1urne this curle into 4
blefling, Deut.33.10. For Leviwas confecratcdte
teach Jacob Godsjudgement, and Ifrael hislaw,
&c. Andthe Simeonites, «s Ainfworth obférves,
were slfo Teachers of the Law inthe Synagogues
of Jacob 5 and theLevites in the Schoolesof the
fonnes of Ifrael. This flory is written for our con-
[olation. The timewas when we dwels in peace and

wnitie,

Ainfw. in
Gen. 49.7-



The Epiftle Dedicatory.

wnity, bwt then we combined againft God and hi chil-
dren s and for this canfe as 4 ]uﬂ?fe, God hath di-
wided us one from another, to the ntter ruine one of
another. But yet notwithftanding, if yow (Right Ho-
novable) will goe on 10 Jhew your [elves zealows for
God and his Canfe,and toappeare vigoroufly and faith-
fullyon his fide ; Godwill ‘turne our greas curle ints.
4 greas blefling. And ae the dividing of 1he Red
Sea was made by God away and meances to lead the
peopleof 1fvacl over inte Canaan, andto defbroy the
Egyptians: So Gedwill make our Divifions in this
Red Seaof bloud,into whichwe are plunged,away and
mecancs 10 4 happy Canaan of wnitic and peace 5 andte
the utter ruine of our implacable eAdver(aries. Thus
e didwith: the divifions of Paul and Barnabas, 4
this Sermon relates unto you. Onely be couragions for
God, and in nothing be terrified. at our differences,
but make your peace with him , and he at laftwill
makews a peace ome with another : which is theear=

neft prayer of \

Your Honours

Spirituall fervant,

Epomunp Caranmy,



A SERMON PREACHED TO

the Right Honourable Houfe of
Lords on the Monethly Faft,
December 25. 164 4.

Matth. 12. 25. latterend.
Every kingdame divided agaz'nﬂ it felfe , 2 brought to defola-
tion: andevery citie or honfe divided againftit felfe, fhall
not ffand. '

o Hele wordsare asuft Apology of Iefus Chrift,
aganft the uniuft accwfations and blaphemies
of the Scribesand Pharifees, There wasa
man brought imto Chrift that was peffe[fed
with a Devil that made him dumbe and blindy
Uy and (hrift bealed him infomuch that the blind
 and dumbe , both [pake and [aw ; Verf, 22.
This great miracle had three different ef-
fe@s. The common people were aftonifthed and faid; 7sthis the
fonne of David? Verf. 23. His own kindred thonght him'mad,
and fought to lay hold onbhim, Mark; 3. 21, Bat the Pharifees
when they heard of it, they blafphemoufly faid ; T'hss fellow doth
not caft out Devils, but by Beelzzbub the Prirc: of Devils. Now
Chrilt to cleare himfelfe from this curfed afperfion brings foure
eArguments , whereof thisin my Text is the firft, Interpreters -
take much paincs to make out the firength of the Argument. The
B fumme
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A Sermontothe Right Honorable Houfeof Lords, -

e U

fumme of what they fay is this. It isan Argument drawn from
the policy aad fubtiltic of the Devill. For. if Satan calt out Satan

- (faith (brift ) then Satan fhouldbe divided againf} himfelfe. ‘And

if Satan thould be divided againft himfelf, then Satan (hould feek
hisown tuine. For every kingdome divided againftis felfe ts éraagbt
todefolation, andevery citie or honfe divided againflit felfe fhall no:
fand. But it is incredible to thinke that Satan {heuld feeke the
ruine of hisown kingdome, which he indeavoureth by all means
to promote and progagate. And therefore it is certaine , that I do
not calt outDevils by the power of Beelzebub the Prince of De~
vils. Thisis Chrifis firft Argument.

But my purpofe is to handle thefz words, only as they are an
intire propofition in themfelves; asthey are a generall Maxime,
writtenin great Characters, notonly in the Baoke of God, butin
the Booke of Nature: andas they are a cleare Looking-glaffe, in
which with fad countenances we may behold the woetull condi-
tion that England is in at this prefent. For thefe werdsare the
wordsof ITefus Chrift, who is truthit felfe, E very kingdomse ds-
vided againft it felfe s brought to defolation , and every houfe or citie.
divided againft it felfe cannot fland. Andif every Kingdome, then
the Kingdome of England, divided againit it felfe is brought to
defolation, and if every Citie, then the Citie of London divided
againft it felfe fhallnot ftand, In the wordsthemfelves, wehave
two parts. v ‘

Firlt, Chrilt doth kere fet down one great Canfe of the ratine of
Kingdomes, Cities, and Families : and that is divifion againft it felf.
Every Kingdome divided againf? it felfe : The word inthe Greeke
is pepeoyeiva, which doth not fignifie every little, {mall divifion, but -
fuch a divifion, that doth pspilecSes 79 wormw , that doth cut a Citie
in pieces, fucha divifion, when it is ka3’ éavic, when it isintrinfes
ealitoa Kingdome, whenitis got within thebowels of a King-
dome , it s like unto the winde, which whenit gets into the
bowels of the Earth, makes an Earth-quake,and blows up Towns,

‘and Houfes, and Kingdoms. So doe thefe divifions, whether Ec-

clefiafticall, or Politicall , whether about matters of Religien, or
of Civill Government , when they get withina Kingdome , they
blow up a Kingdome,a Citie,and a Family,

Secondly, Our Saviour Chrift here fets out the greatne[fe of the

rane
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rainethat is canfed by thefe divifrons; and that both Imtenfively,
and Extenfively. Firf, Intenfively, and that by two expreffions,
Firft, Chrift here fayes, fucha divided Kingdome # Erouglyt to
defolation: the word in the Greeke is épnes'rus, 7t 1% made & wilder-
»efe : Though a Kingdome in time of Peace be as bappy as a
Paradife, divifion will turne a Paradife into a defolate wisderneffe :
And the wordsate in the Prefent tenfe , to fhow the certaintic of
it : It s brought,not st Will be bronghs 5 Every Kingdome divided
againft it felfc % broughe, and itisbrought to defo/ation. Divifions
doe not oncly diffemper a Kingdome, and make a Kingdome dif-
cafed, but they are deadly, and fata toa Kingdome, they are like
untoa great and wide breach made in the Banks tolet in the Sea,
to fwallow up a whole Kingdome : they are like abreach madz in
the walles of a Citie befieged , thatlets'in the Enemy to take the
Citie. And then,
. Secendly,Chrift fayes,fuch a divided Citie f5a# not ffasd. Chrilt
doth ot onely fay, it fhall recle, and totter ; but he faith exprefle-
ly, & subigeru, it foall not fPand : orasitisinthe 3. Mark. 24. It
cannot ftand; it muft tumble and fall. Divifions in 2 Houfe,are not
onlylikeuntothe breaking of the Windows , or the pulling down of
the Tyles, which may be done, and yet the Houfe may be fafe : but
they are like untoa Heufe allon fire , which muft neceflarily be
burnt down if it be not quenched. Or like untoa Honfe, when
the Pillars of it are pull’d down, and the Houfe it felfe falles with
it. SoisaKingdome, Citie, or Family, divided againft it felfe, s
cannot fand, {ayes Chrift, & Mvaru s ivar, Mark, 3. 24.
Secondly, Our Saviour fets out the greatme([eof this ruine by the
Extenfionof ity Itishere faid, Ewery Kingdome divided againft
it felfe. Divifionsina Kingdome , are like afweeping plagne , that
devoures whole Kingdoms, without any diftinéion. Though
a Kingdome be never fo well provided with Men, Armes, and
Ammunition, Ships, Walles,and Bulwarks : yet notwithftanding,
if divifions get into that Citie, and Kingdom, they arc as a fpread-
ing gangrene , that will quickly infec the whole Kingdome , and
deftroy 1t mctetly, be it never fo well fortified by Sea or Land. Nay,
though there thould be a Kingdomse of Saints; yet notwithflande
ing, if Differences and Diftra&ions get within that Kingdome,
they will prove like the worme that dideate wp Yonah’s gowrdinone.
o l ' B 3 ”ight .

» .



. 4 A Sermon to the Right Honerable Henfe of Lords,

#ight ; Divifions ina very little fpace will {wallow up, and de-
voure all the outward happinefle, even oFa Kingdome of Saints.
And not only fo, but every Citie, (fayes Chrit) and every
Honfe , thongh it be never {o Religious, {fo Honourable, {oricha
- Family ; yet notwithtanding if diviﬁops getinto that Family, 4
cannot ffand, Thefe divifions, they are like unto the CMorsin oda,
like nato the Colequintida, that fpiled ali the pottage ; They are
as a poyfonfull herbe , that {poilesall the richesand goodn=fle of 2
Family : like unto Eaglss teathers, which (asfomefay ) when
they are mingled with other teathers, {poile al§ the feathers they
are mingled withall. So doe Divi'ions, (Jontcr;ttqr:s, and Fa&ions,
when they getintoa Citie, or Family, they {poile all the wealth,
riches, and honours of 1va* Family ¢ for {o fayes our Saviour Chrift;
* Lib..de Bel- Every kingdome divided againft it [elfe is bronght to defolation, and
bo Gallico. quod ., " Citie , or Honfe dvvided againft it felfe fhallnot frand, The

Sionib, cvery e o , ;
j;fu;izutrﬁe? words thus explained, will aftord us this Dotrin.

bantur. Do@&. T hat Divifions,whether they be Ecclefiafticallor Politicall,
Camien Bri- , in Kingdomes, Citics, and Families, are infallible
tamn. Fam inde canfes of yuine'to Kingdomes, Cities,und Famil.es.

;’Z”,l,f;,]:rzﬁ“ This Doctrin is proved, not only by the Hiftory of the Bible 5
libus bellis, ¢ but by the Hiltory of all Ages. The Kinzdome of Exgland is fuf
parsiwn_fludiis, ficient alone to prove the Truth of this Docrip. Hiftoriansob-
quam .KZ’”‘”"" ferve, that there was never any great mifchiefe fell upon England,
:;:Z;}; :f;,.?; but the Caufe of it was, the Divifions that were among them.
clades ultro ci- When Cefar firtft made inrode into Britaino , he was called inby
troque illatas in the Fa@ion of * CMandubratins. Mad Tacitus {ayes, that all the
Romanorwn po- 7iGories that the Romanes got, it was by the Factions and Divi-
:Sz“:;;’;ﬁfm“ fions that were among the Briraines. Andafterwards, when the
Dum enimfin- Saxons madea Conquelt of Britaine; Vortigern that had got the

guli pugnabant Kingdome by a Faction,to maintaine his Party,fent for the Saxens
sniverfi funt vi- in, a5 fome fay, or at left imployed them, when, in, to take bis part,
&5, ficin muti- oo eherg write. . Butall write, that by this meanes he deftroyed
:ﬂp; gr;:c;ez‘l :‘1‘1‘[; bimfelfe, and the whole Kingdome. Andfolikewife , whenthe
oppreffi fenferin: Normans made a Conquelt upor England; they were invitedhi-
emnibus perire, ther by the Factions that were in England, Efpecially, by the Fa-

giod finguli 4= qion that the Earle Goodwin made, and his fonne T onflasne asour
miferunt. Clt- v g s doe velate. And fince the Norwan Conqueft, I need not

::ff:’;m%zr‘ put you in mindeof the great cffufion of blood that was here in
S , ‘ England,
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Englandll the time of the Barens warres : And of the miferable
condition of England’, When the Homfe of Yorke and the Honfe of
Lancafter rofe up one againft another. An{ what (hal we fay to the
defolate and bleeding condition of Englard, and Ireland, at this
prefent 2 Doth not our forlorne, and miferable eftate fufficiently
make good this Dotrin : That Divifions in ((hurch and State, are
deftrnttive 1o Church and State?

But befides the Kingdome of England, I might thew you,bow
the Empire of Grecia aslong as Alexander kept it in unitie flou-
rithed in great profperitiz, but after the death of Alexander, it
was divided into foure parts, and thefe forre Governonrs deltroy-
ed one another by divifions. I might alfo inftance in the Empire
of Rome, afloone asever it was divided by Conflantine imto two
patts, from that very time (as Sigonius relates) the Romane
Empire, whichbefore that was very (trong and potent, began firft
fecretly to grow weake, and afterwards to decay, till at latt it
came toutter deftruction.

I might inftance alfoin the people of the Tewes, as long as
they were @ a Cirie unitedWithinit [elfe in Davids and Solomons
time, folong they did exceedingly flourith ; but as foone asever
they were divided into ten Tribes, and two Tribes, they prefent-
ly began to warre one againit another, and to open the dooreto
foraine Invafions ; till at laft they were all of them utterly ruina-
ted. Famous is the ftory of the Citie of Zerufalem, when it was
belieged by Titses Vefpafian, Iofephus telsus it had three mightie
FaQions inthe very bowelsofit: The chiefe of which Faitions
wete Jehochanan, Eleazar, Schimeon. And that thefe three Fa-
&ions did kill more then the enemie himfelfe; and were the
caufe of the taking of that famous Citie. The like is reported of peypn o
the famous Citic of Conffantincple, when it was taken by the Why Divifions

Turks, &¢c. . are fo fatall to
But let usa little confider the Reafons why Divifions are fo Ié;:gd{?;fs’
fatall and deftru@ive to Kingdomes, Citics, and Families. ol :‘:way ?fl

~ The firlk Reafon is,becanfe that thefe inteftine divifions they de- e preferva-
- firoy all thefe things that are as walls, and bubwarks to preferve a vives of a King—
Nation from ruine. Asfor example : dm,;; e
Fitlt, Dsvifions deffroy the peace of a Kingdome : Now - 2y el);c:icee
there is nothing that preferves a Kingdome morethen pedee: from 2 King-
B3 And dome:
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And therefore the Hebrewes comprehended all bleffings um
der the name of Peace. Heavenit {clfe, it is nothing but 7ran-
. quillitas pacis; what is God, but the God of peace ? and what
*Dr. Stoughon 15 Chriff, but the Prince of Peace ? And therefore, as * that
Sermous. Cardin2}l made his Embleme, A Beach tree, with this Motto:
T ake off the top and it is the yuine of all theveft : for fuch is the na-
ture of the Beach tree, that if you cut the top off; the tree pre-
fently withers s fuch may be the Motto of every Kingdome : Take
off the top, and it is the ymsne of all theveft : Take away Peace, and
you deftroy a Kingdome. The truthis, there is no outward blef=
{ing,is areall bleéng where peace is wanting : your Eftates, your
Honors, are no bleffings, if yon have not peace to enjoy them. And
therefore, as the Artificer carved his ownename into the Backler
of Minervafo exa&ly, that whofoever fhould undertake to pick
out his name, mult necefarily fpoile the Buckler: foitis with
Psace, peace is fo Woven into the profperitic of a Kingdome, that
whatfoever deftroyes peace, muft needs deftroy a Kingdome.
Now Divifion takes away peace, and therefore Divifion ruines
a Kingdome. , ' _
2. They take And thenfecondly , Divifion takesaway the Vritie of a King-
away unitie,  dome 3 now Vwitieis the great preferver of Church and Stare : it is
love, and con- the great preferver of all bodies, both Naturall, Politicall, Arti-
cord. ficiall,and Theologicall, What is that, that keeps the fabrick of
Heaven from diflolving into picces, but the Vnitic and the agree-
ment of thedifcordant Elements? What keeps this great fabrick
here from falling, but the Vnion and conjunétion- of the parts of
it? fPomes ioyned together make a bﬂildi:x{g, but [fones uncemented,
defiroy and overthrow u building : boards soyned together make 4
Ship, disioytnedmake a fhip-wrack. What keeps the body of a man
in health, but the jult propertionand barmonic of every part?
the members of the body divided from the head are prefently de-
firoyed : the branches divided from the Vine receive no juyee, no
fap,novertue: Every thing is preferved by unitie and concord.
Lords and Cemmonsunited fave a Kingdomse : divided make /bip-
Calenteadhue  yrack of a Kingdome. The Church of Chriff at firlt, when the
ﬁ?‘g’f{'."’ Coi blogd of Chrift was yet Warme, was at unitie within it felfe, andall
fu. Hieron. b ome accord, prayfing and ferving God, and then it flourithed ex-

ceedingly. The Church was then like a pure Pirgin attcndpg
' wit
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withall the graces of Gods Spirit as with {o many Hand-maides.

But afterwards when it fell into divifions it loft her Zirginity, and Hegefip. ex En-
allher hand-maids forfock her. For this is true both in Philo- /¢4

fophy and in Divinitie, Omme divifibile eff corruptibile : What-

foever is divifible, is cotruptible. And the like I fay of concord,

love and friendthip, which are nothing elfe but anssic in affetion :

Thefe are the glew that {oders; thefe are the nerves and inewes

. that joyne a Kingdome together. And therefore the Apolile fzith,

Above all things pus on love which 1s the bond of perfeltion : it isa
bond to joyne Kingdomes, and Cities,and Families together,And
therefore, whatfoever breakes this bond of Kingdomes in pieces,
muft needs devoure and deftroy Kingdomes. 3ut divifionsdoe
this. For theyarelike a Caterpiller to devoure all peace, unitie,
“love, friendfhip, and cencord, which are the great fupporters of
Kingdomes. They arelike unto ths great Plague of the Locufts
that devoured all the greene things inthe land of Egypr : There Exod.g.

is nothing that is good in a Nation, nothing that is greene and

flourithing ina Nation, but divifion and contention will deftroy it.

And therefore divifions muft needs be deftru@ive to Kingdomes.

This is the firlt Reafon: and then

Secondly: Asdivifionstake away all thofe things that are the Reafon 2.

Buttrefles toupholda Nation : So on the other fide, they opena Whﬁrgvfc‘_
doore to all kinds of mifery ; they bring in myriads of evils intoa frugtive o
Kingdome : They are like unto Pandora’s box, which whenit Kingdomes,
was once opened, out flicd all kind of ficknefles and difcafes: As becanfe they
for examplc . open a doore

Firlt, Where inteltine divifions dwell, there dwels firife and ﬁ;’f:gﬂ

confufion.

Col.3.16.

evill worke, Tam.3.16.
Secondly, Divifions open a doore tolet in a foraine enemsic : 1. They letin

and it isa free and miraculous mercy that God hath kept cut the aforaine

French, and the Spaniurd, and the Danes from invading Eng- cnemic.

land inthefe times of our divifions.

And then thirdly , Divifions Weaken 2 Kingdome, and makeis 3. They difen-
unable to refift a foraine ememie, if be foonld come in: for divide abf]e us to refif
a Citie, and fo many divifions you make, fo much youtakeaway o cnn
from the {trength of that Citie. Let five men joyne together to ¥
beare aburden, and they will beare it with eafe : but if three of

thofe
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thofe five thall divide from the other two, the burden will finke
the other two. 73 Unita fortior, ltrength copjoyned is agreat

* deale fronger 5 {trength dividedis weakened ; Ceunfcls divided

4. They feta
Kingdome a-
gainit it felfe,

They bring in
Crvill warres.

Civill warres
are the worft
of warres, for
foure Reafons.

Odia prosi-
merum [uig
cerrimd.

are weakened 3 men divided are weakened ¢ But then

Fourthly, and efpscially, Divifions fer « Kingdome againft it
[elfe, fofayes my Text, Every Kingdome divided again(t it felfe :
Divifions make the father to fight againft the child, andthe childto
fight againft the Father: Divifions {et the husband again(t the wifz,
and the wife again(t the busbzand: Divifions make us to be cur own
bangmen, our owne executioners. Divifions make s Viper like
to eat ont the bowels one of another. Divifions make 1s to fbeath onr
Swordsin onr ownz bowels, As God caufed the Midianites to de-
ftroy onc another : fo thefe Divifions fet a Kingdome againft it
felfe ; they feta managainft himfelfc ; a Citie againlt it felfe, to
deltroy it felfe, : Ina word, that I may expreffz all miferyin one
phrale : Divifiuns bring in Civill Warres, which of all warresare
moft #ncivill.  Thereare three Iron whips with which God doth
whip man-kind, wh.n it grows monltrous in iniquitic ; the
Plagne, Swordand Famine, which Tertull ian cals Tonfuras info-
lentis hamani generss, The lsppings and prunings of Man-kindwhen
they grow ranke ininignitie. Of thofe three plagues Warre is the
greatet. And therefore whenthe Prophet put David tohis 7ri-
lewsma he chofe the Plague,rather then the Sword,er Famine,and
befeecheth with great carnelinefle : Let me not fall into the bands
of man. Of all judgements Warre is the greateft, which for the
moft part is attended with Famine and Plague.  But of all warres
no warre {o mifchievous as Civill warre, for thefe R eafons.

Firlt, Becaule there is #o Warre fo unnatwurall as Civill Warre :
for in Civill warre, the father fightsagaint the child,and the friend
againft the friend, and the brother againft the brother.

Secondly , There s no Warre fo cruell as Civill Warre : and
therefore you f(hall oberve, that the Hagarens, and the Ammo.
nites, and the Moabites, and the Edomites, were the greateft e-
nemies that the people of Zfrae/had : Now thefe were of the kin-
dred of the people of Ifrael; The batred of brethren 4 moft bitter
when they fallout : Youhavean example of this in the 20, of Judg.
48. Thepeople of Ifrael, they went to fight againlt their bre-
thren, and when they had conquered them they did not onely kil

every
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cvery man they met withall, but they kild every beaft that they
et ?’izbal, and they kild every thing that came to band : Itisa
ftrange expreffion, to fhew the crueltie of Civill warre : and
you know how the bloud-thirftie Cavalicres, at Oxford, doe
hunger and thirlt to drinke Cwps full of the bloud of the Round-
heads (asthey call us).
Thirdly, Thefe wartes, they are moft treacherous; no warre
{o treacherous as Civill warre, for there will alwaies be falfe bre-
thren, that will labour to betray their brethren into the hands of
the cnemie, forit isa warre among(t Brethren ; and thefe are the
times wherein we may take up the complaint of Zeremy, Ier. 9.2,
3,45+ and wherein we had need follew the example of Mica.
75,6
Fourthly,and laftly thefe wars of all wars are moft sncomfore-
able. And therefore you {hallread that when the people of Zrael
had overcome the Besiamsires,in ftead of rejoycing for the viory,
they ali fella weeping becaufe of their brethren that were flaine,
Indg. 21, 2, ‘ :
Thefe are the Reafons why Civill warres are the worft of wars.
But of all Civill wars that ever were, none fo wicked, none fo
mifchicvousas the Civill warresof England. Of all the arrewes
thatare in the guiver of Gods indgements, there is no arrew fo
Joarpe, {o keene, as this arvow that Gednow fhioots out againft
England. For there isa Generation of men rifen up amongft us
that fight againlt the Patliament wbom they themfelves did
choofe, and intruft with their lawes, liberties,) and religion. Men
that fight againft a Reformation : That fight themfelvesinto Pes
pery, Siavery,and Beggery. That joyne with the Papifts of Eng-
land, and Popifh Reﬁl; of Ireland to fight (asthey fay) forthe
Proteftant Religion. That fight fer their Liberties againft the Par-
biament, the great and onely Cenfervasor-of their Lsberties. That
call God torecord that they intend nothing but the prefervation
of the Proteftant Religion, and of the libertics of the people, and
yet endevour by all treachery and bloudy ways to fubvert Religion
and Liberties. That God fhould fuffer fuch multitudesof men to
be fo farre drunke with error, and tobe fo farre blinded with pre-
judice, thisisa judgement of all é'udgcmcnts moft fupcrlative,
' Now
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Now all thefe are the fraits of our divifions, and therefore
certainely, Iefus Chrift might well fay, or if Chrift hid not
faid it, our owne experience would have tanght us the frath
of this Text : Every Kingdome divided againft it felfe is bronghe
2o defolation, andevery houfe, and every citie divided againfl it [elfs
(hallmot fand. Thisisall that I (hall fay for she explication of the
Do&rine. : .

Butnow (through the bleffing of Ged) I (hall come to the
Application. : '

Ifintrinfecall divifionsbe fo deftrucive to the Kingdome, let -
us weepe and mourne before the Lord this day, at the confidera-
tion of the [ad condition that England isinat this prefent. This
day isa day of weeping and mourning : And [ (hall prefent a fub-
je&t before you that will move you to teares if there be any
bowelsof compaffion in you, and to fay as Jeremie 14,19, Les
mine eyes yanne dewne With teares i ot and ddj, and let them not
ceafe, for the virgin dangher of my people 4s broken With a great
breach, With & very grievous blow. And if a tender and dutifull
child cannot without great mourning and lamentation b:hold his
Mother rentand torne in pieces by wild Beafts ; furely it will be
moft unnaturall inus who are the fonnes and daughters of Eng-
land, toheare ofthe divifions and diftraGions of England with
dry eyes, and hard hearts. It s reportedof Cato, that froms the time
that the Cvill Warres began in Rome betweene ( afar and Pompey,
be was mever [eene to langh, or to Wafh his face, or to fhave bis beard,
or cat bis haire. This example will rife upin judgement againft
many of us who are fo unaffected and infenfible of the greatand
unexpreffible calamities of poore England, once a pleafant Para-
dife,but now a howlisng Wilderne (e,

If Divifions deftroy a Nation, it isa miracle of mercy that Eng-
lLand is yet aNation : for our divifions are multiplied exceeding-
ly. Our times rim all upon divifions, and fubdivifions. We may {ay
of England,as Anftin of eAfrica, That it is divided i mingtnis
Jruftwla it is crumbled into very little little picces. I will bring
themallintotwoheads. - ' ’

1. Onr Divifions from God,

3. Ownr Divifions oxe from another. ,

Fuft,
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Fitlt, Owur Divifions from God, by ony moft grievous finnes and A Catalogue
iniguities. Foras[moake driveth Beesoutof their Hives , {odoth °§ g‘: ?;;;ﬁ;:‘;
finne drive Godaway from a Kingdomse. And thereisnothing that what e
makes God forfake a Kingdome but finne. Jfaiah 59, 2. Yonrini mournc for
guitics bave feparated berween you and your God, andyour fins bave them.
bid his face froms yom,that be Will not heare, Now there is no Nation ; O‘;f Dy
under beaven, that hath dividedit felfe more from Godby finne Gog ©
then Englandhath. There was a time when the Parliament of
Englandmade a whip with ix firings to whip many godly people
to death. This was in H. the eight bs dayes. There was a time when
the Parliament of England did [olemnly upon their kpces abinre the
" Gofpell, and defire reconciliation With Anrichrift. This was done in
9. Maries dayes ; after which followed the bloody perfecution by
the Lawes then eftablithed. And though thefe Lawes were aftet-
wardsrepealed, yet hew oftenhave we Apoltatized from God
fince that time ? And even at this very day, though there be much
talke of Reformation; yet (alas) there wasnever lefle praitife of
Reformation. Qur Churehes indeed are Reformed, but oxr bearts
and lives ave no whit Refermed, Ony high altars are taken down,bnt
our high mindes are not taken down. T e Worfbip of God is purer but
the Wor/hippers are as impure as ever. We have no bowing to the
name of Jefus, no bowing to e Altars, Images.and Crucifixes. There
7 le[Je kee-Idolatry 5 but I feare me, we have as much beart-Idola-
try as ever, a5 much Covetonfic([e, as much trafting to an Arme of
flefb as ever. And though our Idolasry belefie, yet Adulteries,and
Fornications, weve never mote, Icannot fay punifbed,, but I muft
rather fay, Newer more ccmmitted, and never leffe punifoed. Doc
not men boaft of their adulteries,and y et efcape unpunithed ? Itis
amercy of God, that fcandalons Minifters are thruft ont of their
livings. ButIbefeechyoutellme, Zsthere a Law to punifh a fcane
dalons Munifter 3 and s there wo Law to pumifb afcandalons Gentlea
man , and a Lord alfo if he grow [candalows * Shall the C heap-fide
Creffebetaken down ( wherein you have done well; ) and (hall
your Cheapfide inignities, your Cheapfide adwlteries yetremaine ?
Itisa mercy, that we are freed from the eyrayny and crueliic of the
High Comsmilfion, and Star-chamber. But 1 am fure, there isas
mnch complain: 5 1 doe not {ay,as inft-complaint 3 but agmuch coms-
plaint, of oppreffionandininfticein the Parliamens- Commrittees in
C3 the g
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* the (Counties ; as ever there Was of the Star-chamber, or High (Com-
mlfion.

L Welive in times wherein there was never more sudging of o-
thers , and never le[[e indging of onr felves. We live inthe fadeft
dayes that ever England faw, and yet whataboundance of pride is
there inapparell> what Infifull fafbions,even inthefe bloody dayes?
what feeariticin finne , even whileft the Ship of the Kingdome is
finking ? What deadnefle of heart 2 What coldnefle and formality
in Gods worfhip? What unthankfulnefle? what unfraitfulnefle,
&c- Indeed here is much fafting, but little weeping. Never more
murmuring,more cenfuring,& never lefle reforming,then inzhefe
dayes, cven in thefé dayes of Reformation. And (hall we not weep
bitterly before the Lord this day for thefe finnes? Thefe ase the
finnesthat divide a Nation from God. Andif Goedonce forfake a
Nation, itis left in a defperate condition. For as the Trojans
when they loft their Paliadinm, were prefently vanquithed: fo
when a Nation hath loft Gods favour, it {inks into ruinc irrecover-
ably and prefently.

2. Forowr di-  Butfecondly, Let us mourne this day alfo for our Divifions one

vifions one fromanother; and firlt for our State-divifions , and then for our

from another. - Chyrchedivifiens.
1. Tor the di-  Firft, Letus mourne for the Divilions of the Commonwealth.
vifions of the Tsit not a fad thing to fee the Headrent from the Members ; and

Common-  thyt that Head that (hould be a preferver of the Body, isnow,by ill

weald. counfell, a deffroyer of his Body ? that, that Head, that thould be

like ahead of ge/d, is now, through ill counfell, made a head of iron,
tocruthits ownbody in pieces? Oh 1 let us mourne for this, this
day.

And then let us mourne for the rent that is among(t the Mems-
bers. Isit not a fad thing tofce the Members rent and torne one
from the other ? Nobleman again{t Nobleman, Gentleman again{t
Gentleman, Citizen againlt Citizen ; Father againft Sonne, and
Sonne againft Father,&c. And that which Exgland never faw till
this day, e pretended Oxford Parliament , againft atrwe Weft-
winfter Parliament? :

And efpzcially, Letusbemoane, and bewaile the Divifions that
are amongft eur felves here at home: That we that are all ingaged
inthe fame Caufe, and inthefame Covenant, and that are under

the
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the fame condemnation, under the unjuft charge of Rebellion,

 that there fhould be fuch differences, and fuch divifions amongft
us, evenamongit us, whofe heart dothnot bleed to thinke of it?
That though Hannibal ad portas, yet the Senators of Rome (hould
be at difference amongft themfelves; the Lords fhould divide
from the (Commons, and the Commons trom the Lords, whileft the
enemy is feeking to deftroy both Lords and Commons ?

But above all, let us bemoane the Divifions that ate in the ,. Diyifions in
Church about matters of Religion. For * Conflantine faith well, the Church.
That the diffentions of the Church are more terrible and more per- * Evf. de vita
niciows then any Crvillwarve. And thefe are exceedingly increafed Genftantini.

“amongft us efpecially in the famous Citic of London. One faith, I gig‘;%ﬁd‘m;;n:"
am of Panl; another faith, Tam of Apollos 3 a third faith, I am of popsbitiores ¢5°
Cephas. Some are Antinomians, thatis, Patronsof free vice, une perniciofiore.
der the maske of free grace. Someare 4nabaptifts, that fay, That quovis bello (i-
the condition of an Infans of abeleeving Parent, isas fad and mi- il

ferable as the conditionof an Infant ot a Turke or Infidell: and

one of them wasnot alhamed tofay , That it s as lawfull to Bap-
‘tized Cat or a Dog, as an Infant of o Ckriffian Parent. Som:are

Browsifts, that fay , That all our Miniftery is Awtichriftian , and

our Wor fhip,and Charches s Antichriftian. Someare ot w0 Church

ar all, beleeving all Churches tobe talfely conftituted, and there-

fore refufe to joyne with any Church inthe worfhip ot God, and

waite till God raifeup Apoltles to plant new Churches. Some

belecve that the Sosle dyeth with the body , and that both thall rife

againe at the laft day. Othersbegin to fay, they belecve that the

Sonle is mortall,as well as the Body,and tharthere isno Refwrrectia

on, neitherof Souleor Body. Some plead foran illimited tolera-

tion of all Religions, 1t would feeme a wonder, it I {hould reccon

how many {eparated ((ongregations, or ratber Segregations there

are in the Citie - What Churches againft Churches, &¢ Bur |

forbeate. The Lord knows, that I mention thefe things witha
Jfad beart , and that I doe not hereby intend to exafperate your
Lordfbipsagaintt the perfons that hold thefe opinions, above what

the wordof God doth clearely require at your hands; orto umco-

ver any nakednefJe of our Deare Mother that was unknown before,

but onely to prefent before youour fad and miferable condition;,

that thetcby you maybe quickaed unto prayer, flirred up to hue

: C3 " miliation.
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The mifchiefes

that Church
divifions

breed,

Epiphan. baref.
68.

miliation in a day of Fafting and Weeping , andalfo provoked to
ufe all Scripture- helps for the fuppreflion of thefe diftra@ions,

For great and wonderfull are the mifchiefes that proceed from
thefe Church-divifions: Give me leave to mention a faw of
them.

Fitlt, Hereby G ods Name 15 exceedin gly difbonenred, and the trus
Religionill (hoken of. Inlian that curfed Apoltate, railes againii
the Chriltians in bis dayes, and faith of them, Z'hat they lived to-
gether as fo many Dogs and Beares, fmding and tearin 1g one another:
and addes, Who then would be fo fimple as to become a Chri-
ftian? The very Heathen in their Intetludes fecoffed at the divie
fions that wereamong(t the Chriftians (as the Hiftories of the
Primitive times informe us) to the great difgrace of Chriftian
Religion. And I wifth this might not alfo be verified of our
dayes.

“Secondly, Hereby the happy Refsrmation that all good people
expect and long for, is much hindered. For as the building of Babel
was hindered by the confufion of Tongues, fo is the building of
Sion alfo. For every man drives his owne p ivate way of Refor-
mation, and firives to hinder all other wayes that are oppofite to
his way. Itis with usin England, as it was with the Suitersin
Plntarch, who becaufe they could not all of them obtaine the
Virgin they fued for, agreed to cut her in picces, and every one to
takea dir of her. W e are all Suiters for a Reformation,and becanfe
we cannot get fuch aone as may pleafe every man, hence come
our Divifions ;by which what doe we elfe but agree together to
cut the Kingdome in piecesand every man to take his morfell ? £-
piphanins telsafad ftory of Meletins, and Peter Bithop of Alex.
andria,both confcflors of the Chriftian faith, both of them con-
demned ad metalia, for their profeflion, who vpona finall diffz-
rence fell into fo greata Schifine, that they drew a partition be-
tweene eachother in the Prifon, and would not held communion
inthe fame worlhip of ChriRt; for which notwithftanding they
joyntly fuff:red ; which diffention of theirs did caufe fuch a rent -
and fe@ in the membersof the Church, that it did more hurt then
any perfecution of the enemie. Tuft {o isour condition: For we
arc here in Londen, and in the Afleciated Counties, fhutup asin
aPrifon, (for we dare rot travell beyond owr line) and whilelt

~ - we
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we are in prifon we draw partitisns one from another, and fepa.
rate from one another, whileft we are all fuffering for the fame
canfe. And this hinders Reformation mere then all that the ene-~
mie can doe toobftruct it,

Thirdly; Hereby the good canfe We fight for is exceedingly difpa-
raged. For doe we not heare the enemie boalting and faying, Thefe
are the men that cry downe Prelacy : you fee they can agreein
nothing but in Anarchie and confufion | Are there ggt many that
beginne to grow wearyof thefe warres, and cold in the profe-
cution of the Parliaments moft jult caufe, even for this very rea-
fon, becaufe they know not among(t fo many Religions (‘asthey
call them)) for what Religionthey fight ?

Yourthly, Hereby the ememie is much excouraged. Hishope of
conquering is built upon our Divifions. And therefore he doth as
Medeadid, who when (he fled away with Ja/ow, and was purfued
by her father, tooke her brother A4/yrtms, and cut him in pieces,
and feattered him in the way that the fledin, that fo her father
might be bufied in taking up the fcattered picces of his fonne, and
- (he in the meane time flicfecarely away. Even fo docour enc-
mies labour to cut us in pieces by our divifions, (for the enemie
hath a chiefe ftroke in our divifions) that they in the meane time
may fecurely {tudy our ruine, while we are gathering up our divi=
ded parties.

Yifthly, Herchy the hearts of people are mightily difiratled,
many are bindered from covverfion, and even the godly themfelves
have loft much of the power of godline(le in their lives, 1 fay,
The hearts of people mightily difturbed, while one Minifter
preachethone thing asa truth of the Gofpel, and another Mini-
f{ter preacheth the quite contrary with as much confidence as the
former. And thus, as Optatus {aith, Inter lices twum ¢ non licet
mewms nutant & remigant anime Chriftiazorum. While one Mi-
nifter faithI,and another faith No, the common peoples minds
are mightily diftra&ed. Awnd many alfo are hindred from converfion.
For who Will venture into a fbip thas i toffedWith contrary Waves,
andreadyto finke ? And eventhe godly themfelves are much de-
cayed in the ftudie and pradife of faithand repentance, and ofithe
power.of godlinefle. Forall their time is fo much takenup with

unneceflary difputations, asthat they havelittle leafure to repent,

and
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andto ftudy to increafe inbolinefle. Inrer diputanduns religio a-
mittissr. The trathis, Here i fomuch difpute ubont the govern-
ment of Chrift in our Chuyches, 4 that theve is little of Chrifts go-
vernment in our bearts or beufes. So much difpute abont the g4
thering of Churches, as that there were vever fewer gathered really

tothe Chnrchthen inthefe onr dayes.

Sixthly, By thef¢ divifiens godly Minifters are mighsily difcon=
raged: in o gch as there are many that grow weary of their
fandingsin Gods Church, and beginne to thinke of leaving their
places, and of going to live in private, and to fhut themfelvesup in
their Studies, (as Luther was once counfelled) and tocry, Do-
mine miferere noftri.

Scventbly, Hereby adoore s opened to all kind of Atheifme : For -
doe not our profane menbegin to fay, We know not of what Re-
ligion tobe, and therefore we will be of no Religion. If we hold
o%fucb, others will condemne us, and if wehold of them, others
alfo willcondemne us ; and therefore we will rather (tand Nen-
ters, and profefle no Religionat all ? o

Eightbly, Hereby God is neceffitatedto prolong owr Warres : For
all the bloud- thirftie Cavaliersare butas fo many Shepherds dogs
fent outby God to gather his fheep together. Gods people are
now as fheepe {cattered one from the other to the reproachof
Religion, and dithonour of God 5 and God hath fent the enemy
as his dog to call them all together , and till this be fully accom-
plithed thefe dogs will not be taken oft. :

Ninthly, Thefe divifions open a Wide doore to'the utter ruine
anddefiruétion of the Kingdome. For they bring in deadly harred
above the hatred that 1s canfed'by Civill diffentions; even fuch a
hatred that turftethafunder the very bonds of nature it felte, as
Chrift forctels, /oh.16.2. They foall kill you , and thinke they doe
therein God geod [ervice. What abominable hatred wasthere be-
tween the/eW and the Samaritane; info much as that the Wo-
man of Samaria wondered that Chrift would aske a little wa-
ter of herthat was a Samaritane ? Yrom this hatred followeth,
Excemmunications , Anathematizations, &c. And from thence
tofire and fagot,and toas exquilite torments as the wit or malice

of men could invent, Witneffe the tenne Perfecutions. Witnefle

the Spanifs Ingsifition. Witnefle the Parifian Maffacre of the
Protefants
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Proteftants upow Bartholomew Eve, Witie(fe: Queene CMaries
blendy dayes.  Witnefle the Divifions of the Greeke Churches
betweene the émororndsor and émopondrpor, and divers others of )
that kind (Pezelius reckonstenne ) which divifions firlt brought Pexel.mollife,
in the Saracens, and afterwards the Twrke, who arc the great byfior.
fcourge of Chriltendome to thisday. Thefe and many more are
the mifchiefes that arife from our divifions abont matters-of Re-
ligion. : o
5 And therefore if there beany bowels of compaffion in us to-
wards a poore bleeding, dying Kingdome, let us weepe before
the Lord this day ; and with that our heads were fountaines, that
we might mourne continually for the Virgin daughter of Eng-
land.  Let there be great thoughts of beart for the dsvifions of onr
Reuben, It is reported of certaine young debanched Gentlemen that 1y, Stoughtons
were fwaggering ina T averne in the Market-place, Whils the Citie Sermons.
Whevein they dwelt was in great calamitic ; andone of them putting
his head crownedwith a gurland ont of the Window, Was efpied by the
Magiftrates of that Citse, whom when they (aW, they canfed bim to
becbeheaded becanfe he was fo infenfible of the pnblique danger. A .
famous Story for our Times. The Lord make us mote apprehen-
five of Englands miferies in a fpirituall way. :
And let us al{o this day admire the mercy of God that we are
not yet confumed notwithftanding our manifold diviGons. And
letus expe certaine ruine and deftruction, if thefe divifions con-
tinae. The word of Chrift mult be true. 4 Kingdome divideda-
~ gainftit felfe cannot (tand. Englandis tottering, and it will fall if
thefe divifionslaft ; and the fall thereof willbe great. And there-
fore let us prepare for defolation, and providz an” Arke of fafery for
our felves by faith in Zefis Chrift: a Kingdsme that cannot be
ihaken ; anhoufe made without hands, eternall in the heavens.
If Divifions be fo deftrattive to Kingdomes, Cities, and Families?
This rep-oveth thofe that are the Anthours and Fomenters of thefe
. Divifions thatare new amongftus. Thefe are the Incewdiaries Ufe 2.
of England, Ifhethat fets onc besfe on fire deferveth hanging, :
much more they that feta whole Kingdome on fire. If he that
msrders one man muft be put to death, much more he that wsr-
ders three Kingdores. Marke them (faith the Apolile, Rom. 16. .
17.) thas canfedsvifions a. 1 sffences contrary to the doStrine which
A D '
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e have kearned, andavoid them, Avoid them as the greateft ene«
mics of Esgland. Thefe arelike the Salamander that cannot Jive
but in the fire of contention. Thefc are of a lefwiticall {pirit. And

“ no doubt the beads, andbands of the Iefuits are inall our divifions.
. There are Seven things,{aith Selomon, Prov. 6, 16. which are an
abomination 3o the Lord : and the {eventh and lalt, and not the
lealt, ishe that [oweth difcord among brethren; but much more he
that foweth difcord among(t three Kingdomes. And if it wasa
figne of the falfe mosher to defire to have the child divided ; much
more is it afigne of an unnaturall and cruell child to endevour to
divide his mether in picces.
Vieofreprofe  Nore particularly here are two forts to be reproved. -
of thecaulers Tyl Swah as fow dsifionsbet Weene the King and his people.That
zf‘;’“r-« i phonete keepe upand toinercafe the wals of partisionbetweene
1.5uch as caufe them.. Thefe are the Sanballars and Tohsak's that tell the King
divifionsbe- - that the Padiament arc Rebels, that they feeke bislife,;and would
sweene King  yncrowne Hinyand his Polteritie, and bring in Anarehy and.con=
andpeople.  gnGon, Thefe are they that tell the King, (as Rbebmm the (han-
cellower, and Shim/bai the Scribe wiote to Artaxerxes, concerning -
Terufaless, Ezxa 4.13.) that the Citie of London 1s 4 vebellions and
bad Citie 3 hartfullto Kings, and bath alwaies meved{edition, c5c.
Thefe give the King this Motto, divide et impera. But thefe are
without my reach, and therefore I fhall fpeake no more of them.
3. Such as Secondly, and efpecially fuch Incendiaries and fire-brands that
saufe divifions kindle the fire of contention among(t our fclves at home:and thefe
a gﬁme' arc of two forts. . L
;Afcj;:‘:éff Firlt, Such as are abfolurely falfe. bearted, and have made their
T " peace at Oxford; and are here at Weftmsinfter onely to calt in bones
of contention, to divide our-counfels, and to worke factions a=
mongft us. Thefe are men hardened in finne, and. there islittle
hope of reclaiming them.,  Thefe bnild their honfés uponthe bloud
of three Kingdomes, Thefe are the Indaffes of England; and it
were jult with God to give them the portion of Tudas.
2.Suwchasare  Secondly, Suchasarc difeontented, though not falfe-bearted
difcontented.  and through. difcontent and diflike of the proceedings of Parlia-
ment do much hurt, and create many factionsamong(t us.. Thefe
difcontented perfons are like: piccesof: foft wax, ready to carty
: - o . any
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any impreflion that the adverfe party (hall ftampe vpon them.
Thefe are of three forts, \ Three forts of
Yitlt, Such as ae difcontented ont of pride and covetenfne(fe, be- d‘f?“‘emed
caufe they cannot get thofe places of profitand honour which they P°c "%
expect ; and becaufe they have not that credit and repute amonglt difcontented
the people that othershave s herenpon they come to diflike the out of pride
publique proceedings and to make partics and faGions. There and covetoul~
wete many fach in the Primitive Church that turned Heretiques, ™%
becaufe they could not obtaine the preferment they ftéed for.
Thefe men fecke themfelves and not the publique. Thefe arenot
(ommonsWealths men,but Private- wealths men : Thefe [ecke their
owne belly, and becanfe they cannot have s Cabbin [o richly furnifbed
as they defire, therefore they endevonr to drown the fhip wherein their
cabbins. Thefe are like thofe that will fat an houfe o fire toroft an
egge. Marke what the Apofile faith of thefe, Rom, 16. 18. They
that are fuch [erve not owr Lord Iefus Chrift , but their owne belly ;
and by good werds andfaire (pecches deceive the hearts of the fimple.

Afecond fort are fuchas are difcontented out of a blind zeale; 2. Such as are
fuch as differ from usin opinion, and becaufe they beginto pet- d‘fw‘gt‘*“t?d
ceive, that if matters of Religion were once fettled , their wayes ;2;12 a blind
of worthipping God would be difcountenanced,therefore they la- =~ -
bour to put all things into confufion , and to hinder a fettlement as
much asthey can ; that foin the meane time, their numbers may
increafe, For as Toads and Serpents grow in darke and dirtie fellars,

Jo doe Seétsy Errors, and Herefies grow in timesof diffralionand
confufien. Thefe are the men that defire to fifh in trenbledwaters,
becanfe they can catch moft fiflyin troubled waters. Thef= are like un-
to Sanballat and T obiah, &c. who forefaw that if the 7= emple were
once rebuilt, that then their way of wor(bip upon CMount Gers-
zin would be contemmned , and therefore they Jaboured to caft bitter
afperfions upon the Warkmen,they laid heavy things to their charge,
and ufedall kinds of Pdlicy to obftruct the Temple-Worke they had
in band. Tuft fodoe thefe men caft bitterafperfions upon the 4/~
Sembly of Minifters , and upen every Parliament man that oppo=
feththeir way , and labour by all meancs to hinder their proceed-
ings; becaufe they forefee that if by their advife, mattersof Reli-
gion wicre once eftablifhed , their wayes and epinions weuld be
prefently difgufted. Itisvery obe)ervable, that all the feverall Seets
2

among(t
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‘ amongt us, though they differ ;mc fromanother,yet they allagree
* together in their eppofition againft the Affembly of Minifters as

Nie. 5b.8.6ap.
46.

their greateft ememies. luftaswe read in the 83 Pfalme, of ten Na-
tions,differing one from another in Religion , Place and Crftomes,
and yer all of them confederating againft the people of God, Nice-
phorns telles us, that the Meleriani and driani, didat fit much

- difagree, not onely inopinions, but inaffections ; but afterwards

~ when they faw the Orthodoxe party increafe fo mightily,as that

Lib.12.¢ap. 8.

it was fikely to {wallow both of themup, they joyned together
ina firme league to oppofe the Orthedox Party ( though il dif-
fering onc from the other ) infomuch that in proceffe of time, the
Meletiani were called Arsani, and the Arsam, Meletiani, Soalfo
in Africa. The Rogatianift, Maximinianiftsand Donatifts joyned
together as Samp[ons Foxes notin one Opinion, but ina leagus of
friend(hip for a while, that they might make up the greater num-
ber againft the Orthodox: Party. And is not this the practife of our
times? Docnot eAnabaptifts , Brownifts, eAntinomians, agree

- together in oppofing the d[fembly of Minifters, and in lndepen-

Such as are
difcontented
by way of re-
venge,

dency fromall fuperiour Ecclefiatticall Governm:nt, without the
bounds of a particular Congregation. B
Athird fort are (ach as are difcontented , and therenpon difturbe
osr Peace by Way of revenge ; that lye under Lealonfies and Sufpiti-
ons ( whether juft or unjuft I difpute not) and cannot regaine their
credit , and therefore labour to calt a 4/ame upon all others, and
bring as many asthey can into the fame condemnation withthem-
felves. Iufltlike the Foxeinthe Fable, that had his taile cut off, and:
therefore perfwaded all other Foxes to cut off their tailes, telling
them it was an uncomely thing for a Foxe tohaveataile, Evenfo
doc thefe men. Becaufe they Iye under fufpicion themfelves,
therefore they would perfwade others alfo,that they are under the
like fufpition, that thereby they might make them difcontented, as
they themfelves are. And thereby the buslding of the Temple s
mnch bindred,publique affaires diftarbed, and the poore Ship of Eng-
bandready to finke wuder the burden. »
Nowall thefe forts of menare fharply to be reproved, every
man according tohis degrec of guiltinefle. Thefe are the Devils
Agemss. ¥or 1t is the proper worke of the Devid to divide God
Jrommen, mon from God , amd one man from anather, And asitisa
) ' worke
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w’qug of the Devill{oit will bring us to the Devill, if we repent
not of it. ‘

If Divifions be fo fatall and deftructure to Kingdomes, Cities, y7z 5.
and Families. Ohletus all be intreated according to our feverall
places, tocontribute what help we can poffible to the healing of
our Divifions, and to the bringing in Peace, Love, Unitie and Con-
cord among(t ns. Ohthat God would make me his inftrument this
day, to rarfe up your hearts to the obedience of this duty. ‘

Firlk, Let ws labonr to be at Peace with the Kings CMaiefty , as Exhortations
farre as i poffible, andmay be obtained, Jalva confcientia. Letusnot to unitie and
onely pray for Peace, but follow after Peace,and if it flies fromus, B¢ o o
let us purfue it. Tremember what I have readof Calosn, thatbhe th]; Kilzﬂs e
{hould fay ; That be Wonld willingly travell over many Seas , tofee Majeﬁie?
one Uniforme dranght of Religion , Wherein all Proteftants might
agree. And who would not willingly facrifice up his lifeto the fire
to fee King and Parliament threughly agreed ? To fee a Holy,Safe,
and well-grounded Peace made? 1 fay,a Holy Well- grounded Peace.

For there are fome amongft us, that arc like the Gadarens,that pre-
ferre their Hogsbefore Chrift and his Caufe ; that wifh more for

- the fettlement of their Trading, then of their Religion. Thefeare
Swines not (( briftians. There are othersas bad that defirca Peacs
#pon any termes , though with the lofie of Libertic. and Religi=
on. Iultlike the Ifraelites, that would needshave Quailes. Bae
while the meat was yet in their mothes, the Wrath of Godcame npon
them. He that defires Peace without refped to Religion, the
plague of God will goe along with that Peace. There isadouble
Peace. '

TFirlt, A treacherous Peace. Suchas(hall betray us into Popery, A double
Tyranny,and lavery 5 Such as was made with the Proteftants ip Peace. -
Frasce, a London maffacring Peace, Suchasthe Ifraelites made * Ap“mhef
with the Cananites, which was a perpetuall thorne and {nare unto rotls Heace.
them. Such as Abab made with Benkadad. This isa Land-devour-
ing,and a Religion-deftroying Peace, This is to betray Chriltas
Indas did with akiffe of Peace. '

. Secondly, A kely, [afe,well-grounded Peace. And Curfedisthe 2. A holyand
man that is an enemy to fuch a Peace. My prayer is; That God fafe Peace.
would make our King a Melchifedeck, who was King of Righte-
onfneffe , and King of Peace. That Righteonfnefle and Peace may

D3 , kifle
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kiffe eash other in his dayes. That this mgy be added upon the
Kings Coine. Henricns Rofas, Regna Jacobns, Populnm Carolus.
And here let me crave leave humbly tobefeech your Lordfips,
that in this Zreatse that is thortly to begin, you would make Resi-
gion your Tewekl, and Peace asyour golden ring, on which it may be
put. To make Peace your boxe of eAlablafter. And Reformation
the precious oyntment within it. To make Peace asthe gold, and
Religion asthe Temple that {anclifieth the Gold, Happy s the peo-
ple that isinfocha cafe. Happy England if once it comes to fing
the Angels Song, Glory be to Godon bigh,in earth Peace,
Andyetlet me forewarne youalfo , not to truft too much to
Treaties,and overtures of Peace. David had a fonne whofe name
he called A4b/oloms , whichin Hebrew fignificth2 Fatber of Peace,
David promifed to himfelfe great felicitie in that childe. Buthe
proved a Father of warre and mifery to bis Father. Saynot. This
Treatie will be an A4folom, for fearc it prove an 44felemin a cens
trary fenfe as e4b/olom himfelfe did. 1t isvery fatall, thatinthe
midft of our Treatics, there have alwayesbeen great Plots to de-
ftroy us, as we {ee verificd at this day. ’
1. One with Secondly , But that which I efpecially aymeat this day, isto
another, perfwade you that are here prefent, to be at peace and anitie a-
mong [t your [elves, andtoioyne together againft the Conmon encmsy.
But moft of all you thatare Earles, Lords, and Gentlemes of ranke
and qualitie. For the greater the perfons ave that difagree, the more
gathe burt that isdone by their difagreement. Asina Houfe, if the
Mafter and Miftrefle agree the honfe will ffand and fubfift, though
the inferiour fervants fall out one with the other. So if the Lords
and Commons unitz together the Citie and Kingdome will (tand,
though there (hould be many diviionsamongt the (ommson people,
And therefore itis your dutie above others ( Right Honourable )
* 0 inomuésSeu to follow after thofe things that make for * Peace, Viitic and Con-
fruyalar.  COrdstobe ambitious of Pedceas youare exhorted, 1 Theff. 4 11.
% auStugy 10 [beake the truthin love, * Eph. 4.15.and to lovein she truth,
i, apdrne 3 Epiftuof Ioknverf 3, i
* bamar v Now that your heartsand affections may be fully wrought up,
e tomake it your chiefe defigne to practife this dutic. I {hall ufe
‘ thefe enfuing Metives and Arguments.
Firft, Confider how Paghetically and Emphatically , the bKlly
Apoltle
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Apofile perfwadesall Gods people to the pa&tife of this dutie. I Motives and
will pame but two Texts, ¥ Cor.¥.10. Now I befeech you brethren, Arguments to
by the name of onr Lord Iefus Chrift, that ye all fpeake the fame Eirdfw?&:?cs to
#hing, and that theve be no divifions among you , but that ye be per- and {,em’
feétlyiogned together in the fame minde , andin the [ame indgement,
Phil. 2.1, 2. If there be therefore any confolation in (brift, if any
comfort of love,if any fellowfhip of the [pirit,if any boWels awd nser-
cies; fulfill yemy ioy, that ye be like minded having the fame love,
being of one accord, of onc minde, & c.

Sccondly , Confider what excellent Arguments the Apoftle
ufeth, Ephef.q.3,4.5,6. Endevonring tokeepe the nwitie of the fpi-
vitin the bond of peace, There is one body, and oxe [pirit, even as you
are called in one bope of your calling. One Lord, one faith, one ba-
prifme, one God, . Thefeare omnipotent Arguments, If onc
God, and one Lord, and ene body, &c. Shall not his childrenbe
one? And afterwards, #e7/s 11, 12,13. the Apofile telsus. That
when Chrift afcended up to Heaven, be gave [ome to be Apofiles,
[ome Prophets, fome Evangelifts,fome Paftors, and F eachers for the
perfelting of the Saints,Grc. Tillve all come to the mnitie of the faith,
. Chriltsintendment inappointing a Miniltery in bhis Churchr
was not onely to bring his people to veritie, but alfoto the unmitie
of the faith. This is the great worke of a Minifter; to bring his
people to smitieas well as veritie.

Thirdly, Confider what a borrible finne itis to divide one from
another, and to be at hatted and variance one withanother. This
isaworke of the fleth, Gal. 5. 19,10,2 1. where it is obfervable’
thatthe Apoftie reckons up feven [juomymicall expreflions to'fet
ont the greatnefle of thisfin. The'works of the fleth are Aarred,
wariance,emulation, wrath, fbrife, [edition, envyings of the Which
Itoldyou before, as [ have alfotoldyon in time paft, shat they whith
doe (uch things foall not inberit the ){iu gdome of God, This fin alone’
unrepented on will {hut a man out ofheaven. Therefore it is fid,
Revel.23.15. without are dogs. This finne alone makes thee unfit to
come tothe Sacrament,Mat.5.23. Thss finne alone makes God ab-
horre onr Fafting. dayes, Wa.58.4.  Behold, ye faft for firife and
debate,Ge. This finne alone turnes owr prayers snto carfés : For
whenthon prayettunto God, Forgive us our srefpaffes, aswe fors'
give thim thas tref¥as againft us, if thou beeft in malice and Hat‘r.eg’“ ‘

wit
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- withthy brother, thou prayeft unto God not to forgive thee thy

Liv. Decad.1,

trefpafles, Notable isthe {pecch of Cyprian, Prius eff fcindere
Ecclefiam qunam facrificare Idolo Schifwe in the Churchisa greater
finne then Jdolatry, Auftin faith, it is agreater finne then berefe,
And this (faith be ) God himfelfe declared when he punifhed
Corah and his company that were Schifmatiques witha greater
punifhment then ever he punithed Idolaters or Heretiques : Quss
sam dubitaverit hoc effe [celarating commiflnm, quod off gravius
vindicatum, ‘ -
Fourthly, Confider the wofull mifchicfes that are brought into
Church and State by thefe onr divifions. If all the Iefuites in the
Chriftian world ; I all the Deils in hell thould joyne together,to
devifca way toundoe the Parliament, and the good Caufe they
manage, they could not invent a readier way then by dividing you
one from another at this time. This makes you to fight againft
your felves, to murder yourfelves; your Caufe, your Religion,
and to murder all that adhere untoyou. Hereby God is dithonou-
red, Reformation hindered, Religion difcredited, the good Caufe
difliked, the Encmie {trengthened; You are weakened , your
Counfels difturbed, the Warre prolonged, the Power of godli-
nefle abated,&c. ashath beene fermerly mentioned. Hereby we
arcall zantum non, deftroyed, and deftroyed we muft be if our
breaches be not made up. For if we bite and devosre one another,
We fball be confumed one of another, Gal.5.1 5. Famousis the Story
of Menenins Agrippa,who,when the people of Rome had divided
themfelver from the Semate of Rome, came tothe peopleand told
them anApologue of the members of the body,how they did once
confpire together againft the bely, becaufe thatthe! belly did live
idlely,& devoure all the meat that the hands did work forand feet
walke for,&c. And therefore theyagreed together to (tarve the
belly. The hands refufed towork for to feed it ; the mouth re-
fufed to take in meat;the feet refufed to goe to fetch it,&c. But
withina very little while the members of the body faw theit er-
rour for the fect began to grow fecble and unable to walke ; the
hands grew weake ; the whole man fick : and then they under-
ftood that the belly was not idle; but that it conveyed the nourith-
ment it received to every part of the body : and hereupon they all
agreed to joyne together to providefor the belly as well as for
, : ~ themfelves.
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themfelves. This Fable reconciled the people, and Semators of
Rome. This Fable teacheth us, That divifions in the body naturall,
and (o alfo in the body politigne, are ruinating and defirutive to
the body. ‘

Andthe truthis, Allthehope the enemsy hath, is in our divifi-
ous; herein he boalteth, and glorieth: There is nothing that
ftrengthens their defignesat Oxford fo much = nothing that puts
fo much courage and refolution into the hearts of our Adverfarics,
as the Divifions that are amongft us.

Thisis the argument Melanéton ufed to perfwade the divided
Proteftants of histime to peace and unity ;and he illuftrateth his
argument by anotable parable of the #s/ves and the Dogs, who
were marching on-ward to fight onc againft another, The #wolves
that they might know the ftrength of their adverfary, fent fortha
Mafter-wolfe as their Scont : The Scost returnes and tels the
wolves, That indeed the Dogs were more in number, but yct
they (hould net be difcouraged : For he ebferved, That the Dogs
were not one like another ; a few maffives there were ; but the
moft were little carres, which could onely barke but not bite, and
would be afraid of their owne{hadow. Another thing alfo he
obferved which fhould much encourage them, and that was, That
the Dogs did marchasifthey were more offendedwith themfelves
then with us 5 not keeping their ranks, but grinning,and fnarling,
and biting ; and fometimes tearing each other, as if they wonld fave
s alabonr. And therefore let us march on refolutely, for oxr ene«
mies, are theit oWne enemies ; enemies to themfclves, and their
owne peace ; they bite and devoure each other, and therefore we
fhall certainly devoure them. I need not makeany Application of
this Parable. Thereis nothing that morc heartens onr enemics, and
difbearsens onr friends, then our Divifions. _

Fourthly, Confider the greas happine(Je thas wonld accruc to
Church and State, if we Were unitedtogether againf} the Common

Enemy. Yallthe Saints mpon earth, and Angels in beaves fhould -

ftudy to find ot a way to fave England from ruine, they could

not find ont a readier way, then by uniting us together at thig

time. England isan:Iland divided fromall the wotld 3 and.if it

were not divided within itfelfe, it need net feare all the warld.

If London were asa City at unity within it {elfe, what could :de-
E

froy



26

A Sermon to the Right Honorable Houfe of Lerds,

ftroyit? Did weall doe as the Ifraelises did, Indg. 20.8. They all
arofe as one man,&c. and as Jofbus 33, 12. how quickly would
thefe wars (‘through Gods blefling ) be at end ? What an honour
woulditbeto the Caufe we fight for; to the Reformation we
pray for ; the Religion we profefle 5 to the God we werfhip, if
we did with united ftrength purfue thefe things? How fhould
we fapport and helpe onc another, ez portantem portare , as the
Cranes do ene another in the manner of their flying. I muft not
here forget to mind you of that known (tory of Scillmrus that had
eighty fonnes, and when he was dying he called themaali before
kim, and prefented them with abundle of {peares, and bad them
try whether they could breake that bundle; and they tryed, but
were fiot able, Afterwards he puls out one javelin out of the
bundle, and bade: them break that, which they cafily did ; and o a
fecond, and a third,till they had broken them all. Intimating there-
by, that unity in Families, and compacted ftrength is the bond that
preferves the whole Family ; and wherefoever this bond is bro-
ken, that Family is quickly deftroyed. The like ftory doth Saluf?
tellof one Micypfa, who when he was dying called his fonnes
and caufed them to write this fentence in Golden letters: (on-
cordii parve rescrefcunt, difcordia magne dilabmntnr. Oh that
&od would give ushearts to fpiritualize thefe (tories ! '
Fifthly, Confider the late Natienall Covenant you have taken,
wherein youhave lifted up your hands to the moft High God, and
have fworne to ftudy unitie and conformitic in Religion,3c. And
to endeavour according to your places, to extirpate Herefic,
Schifme, &c. Iknow not how itiscome to pafle, but fure Iam,
our divifiens are greater fince we took this Covenant then before.
And fure Iam that Ged will call us to a ftrict account for this gric-
vousfinne of Persnrie. Andif ever Englandperilh by thefe wars,
thisthallbe Englawds Morto : “Herelyeth a Nation that hath bro-
ken ((ovenant with God, and therefore is this greas evill come upow
ber. And therefore I befecch you, be mindfull of your Covenant ;
and remember it is not the taking, but the keeping of Covenant
that prevailes with God. And if he {hall be fhut out of heaven that
keepes not bis promife, though it beto bis burt,Plal. 15. 4. much
more he that keeps not ks earh,wbesn it i for bis good,
Sixthly, Confider further, That our ewewsies shar fight againft
: 7
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s agrec together : Herodand Pilate are made friends, and joyne
together to put Chrilt to death. The Herodians andshe Pharifees,
though diffenting one from another, yet bothagree againft Chrift,
Mar.13.13. The Herodians were Conrtiers, and fought to bring
in Tyranny ; the Pharsfees were popular, and fought to maintaine
the peoples liberties ; and yet they both joyned together againlt
(brift. thusdid the Sadduces and Pharsfees alfo. Thus Aé. 1.
18. The Epicures and Stoigues combine againlt Pasl, Shall Indas
confpire with the Pharifees and Sadduces tobetray Chrift 2 and
‘fhall the Difciples of Chrift fall out amongft themfelves? Shall
* Panland Barnabas divide one from another . God forbid | Shall
the Irifs Rebels, the Oxford Lords and Gentlemen, the Enghif
Pupifts,and the Englifb Bifbops : The Proteftantsatlarge, and the
{educed people all agree together like Sampfons Foxes with fire-
brands at their taylesto bnrne three Kingdomes? And fhall not
weagree together to fave three Kingdomes? Shall the Liens,
Bearee, Tygers, Wolves, Lambes and Sheepe, &c. that were fhut
upin the Arke, agree together while they were in the Arke?
(for we doe not read that they did urt one another all that
while) And (hall not we that are {hut up here,in London, and ina
few affociated Countiesasin an Arke, agree together to preferve
one another from a Deluge of Waters that is drowning us all,
though we (hould differ in fome few things one from another? -
Seventhly, Confider thevery Heathen how carefull they have
beene tomaintaine wnitie.and peace in times of prblique danger , and
how carefull tolay afideall private quarrels. I will inftance onely
inthe fpeechof Ariftides to Themiffocles. Plutarch telsus, that
from their very childhoods they did differ one from the other, and
never could agree. But when a common enemy came againit
them, then Ariftides comes by night to Themiffocles,and faith
aanto him, 85 fapimns, omi[[4 tandem imvenili et inawi concevtatione,
contentionemde (ervanda Gracia [ulsbrom hone[tamyq; fafcipiamus,
&c. Let wi leaveall yontblycontentions, and rend wmniﬁ%:a
the publique goed. Ohthat thiscounfell might take imprefiionin
the hearts ot us Chriftians at thistime. Co
Eightly, Confider further, how that the very Dewils sn bel %=
gréctopromote their owme kingdomse. 1 Sktan be divided aghintt
Satan (faith Chrift) how can his Kngdome ftand ? - And sy Text
— E2 is
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belecvein Chrikt,

s brought (as I have faid) asanargument to prove that Chrift did
not caft out Devilsby the power of Belzebub, becaufe then Satan
fhould be divided againft himfelfe, and fecke his own rmine which
he will never doe. There is peace among(t the Devilsin hell. And
certainly there cannot be better Muficke to the Divelsin hell,then
to fec the Parliament divided againft it {elfe ; and the City divi-
ded againft it felfe ; and the Godly Minifters divided againft them=

A{elvesat fucha time as this is.

‘Ninthly, and efpecially, Confider the Lord Iefis Chrift whois
the Great Peacemsaker, who came into the world whenall the

‘world wasat peace 5 at whofe birth the Angels fang, Glory to God
‘on bigh, andin carthpeace: Who whenhe was dyinglefta Legafie

of peace to hispeople, and gave his Difciples a New Cowms ande-
ment, to leve one another : (which was therefore called a New
Commandement,becanfe it was inforced with a new example ;
eventhe example of Chriftslove tous) Who when he imade that
admirable Prayer, Jobn 17. the chicte part ofit was, that God

swonldmake bis children one, a5 be andthe Father were one. And he

gives the reafon of it, verf. 31. That the world may belecve that
shom baft fent me. The world will not beleeve in €hriff when
they fce Chriffians difagree. Nothing biuders men from beleeving
sn Chrift more then the differences anddivifions of thofe that doe be-
leewe in Chrift. Itis an cxcellent obfervation of Athanafins : That
the very manner of Chrilts death doth preach the Doctrine of
Vnitic and love to Chriftians. For Chrift was not fawen afunder
as the Prophet Ifaiah was, He was not beheaded as Iohn Baptift
was. There was not a bene of bis broken, nor any whit ef his gar-
mext vent or torne. And all this to teach Chriftians (faithhe) tobe
atunitic within themfelves. Wasnot a bowe of Chrift broken npon
she Croffe, and fbak all bss members breake in picces now he is in hea-

wen? Was bis garment keps Whole, and fball bis body be vemt and

terne in pieces ¢ Thisis Pamis Argument to perfwade the divided

. Cerinthians to Peaceand Vnitic, 1 Cor,1.13. Js Chrift divided?

AndWhyare Chriftians dividedif Chrift were not divided ? Why
dothonefay, I ams of Panl s another, I amof Apollo ; another, I

. wmef Cephas,8cc.  And thercfore if you be Chriltianslive in love

and unitie, as the Difciplcs of Iefus Chrift, that fo the werld may
Oh
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- Oh that thefe Morives might take deepe rooting in yeur affe-
&ions: And that every one in hisplace would labour after Peace
and Vnitie. That you that are Magiftrates and Iultices, would

bind your felves to the peace | It is no difcredit in this fenfetobe
bonndto the psace. You are called Iuftices of the Pease,not becaufe

you (hould hold yeur peace when God would have you to fpeake;
but becaufe it is your dutie to make peace, and to keep peace. Let
all godly Minifters preach up the duty of brotherly love, which is
qutte forgotten among(t moft Chriftians. It is a dutie quite dead
and buried ; et uslabour that it may have a fpeedy refurreition.
The Apoltle faith, 1 7 hef.q.9. Astouching brotherly love ye need
not that I Write uwto jou, ¢rc. Butwe Minilters, now a dayes,
need to write and preach of no duty more then this. And then let
all Minifters and people, Pray for the peace of lernfalem, and give
the Lord no ref(t untillhe make England and Ireland, a praifé in the
earth. Let us pray for peace, and fight for peace, and contribute
our money willingly for a peace. For indeed, all our fighting, and
- all our valt expences, are but as wayes and meanes toa fafcand
well grounded peace. Let us fight for peace, with peace one towards
another. Andlet usnot complaine and murmur at the greatnefle
of eur contributions ; but remember the (tory of the old covetous
Miler that hung him{clfe to fave charges ; and his man comming
inunawaresand feeing his Mater a hanging, cut the rope inpieces
and thereby faved his Mafters life. The Mmafter being recovered,
inftead of thanking his man, fell a chiding of him becaufe he cut
theropein picces, and fo did puthim to the charges of a new
rope : whereas he fhould rather have untied it, thencutit. This
man, youwillfay, did little deferve to have hislife faved. Iuft
fuchis our condition. Our cruell encmies are ready to devoure
and deftroy us. Allthat the Parliamens doth, is tocut the rope in
picces with which they Would hang us. Andif we be put to more
then ordinary charge, let us not grumbleat thofe expences which
are the prefervation of onr lives, That man is unworthy to live, that
murmurs to lay out & little money to [ave bis life,
. ‘But here I muft put in three Caveats, & befecch you #s the firft
place,toremember that when I fpeake fo much for unity, I would
alfohave you to remember that Unum & versm convertunisr,

That amitywithout versy, is not atrxe prace, but acomfpiracy. Ons-

29
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35 comcordia in wevitate. Unity ogned With falfbood 5 exocrable
adulserie, faith (yprian. When aniticand falthood are married
together, it isno JaWfull marriage, but execrable adultery. If | can-
not have peace with men, but I muft lofc my peace with-God;
farewell peace with men that I may keep my peace with Ged.
One great reafon why wehave {o little peace upon earth, isbe-
caufe we feck after it more then after the glory of God in
heaven,

You will mult remember in the fecondplace, that this Unity that
we muflt labout after, muft beina Seripture Way. The Primitive
Church for Vnity fake, and to prevent Schifmes, fet up one Pre/z
byter asa Bifbop to rule over the reflt with Muiority of power in
LurifdiGtion and Ordination. But thisat beft was but a bumane is-
vewtion,and it proved anincreafer of Schifme and Divifion. The
Papiftsfet up the Pepe to preferve unicie : But he is the greateft
Apple of ftrife the Chriftian world hath. Tt will be our care to ftu-
dic to promote aunitie in fuchaWay which the Scriptures hold
forth, and this will profper.

You muft alfo remember in the thirdplace, that our wnitie,peace,
and love, asit mult be in the truth, {oit multbe ix traeh, It mult
be cordialland reall. Oh, that I could once fee all Gods people
of eme Lip, asit was before the confufion of Tongues, Gen. 11. 1.
That this might be the Mottoof Gods peoplein England: Cor
#num, via#na, Oncheart, and one way. That they that (hall {ing
one and the fame Song inbeaven, may agrec in the fame way of
worthip here upon earth. Excellent was that fpeech of Grynesms,
when he was dying : Tamnow going (aid he) toa place (mean-
ing heaven) wbi Lutherus Calvivo bene convenit : where Luther
and Calvinagree well together. Shall we agree well in heaven,
and (hall we notagree together upon eagth? God forbid. Let us
alwaicsremember that {peechof Jgfeph his brethren when they
were going home totheir Father, Gen 45.29. See that youfall not
owt by the way. Weare all pilgrims, travelling towards our hea-
venly Canaan, to one and the fame God and Father, Ohlet us
not fall ont by the way. Andlet the two Arguments that eAgbra-
ham vied to Lot, Gen.13.7,8. mightily prevaile with us, to make
asnere ambitious of unitie, peace, and concord, then ever yet we
hate.beenc. Lesthere be wq fivife beeWeene me andhee, @c. for We

dare -
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ave bresbien, andthe Cawaanite ssin the Land. Thefeare two gol-
den allurements s the Lord make them effe@uall! T bad almoft
forgotten D avids Arguments in the 133. Pfalme. Behold how good
and bow pleafant it 3, for brethren to ive together in wnitie, The
word Behold, is prefixt that {o the commendation might take the
deeperimpreffion,  Many things are good which are not pleafant,
and many things pleafant, which are not geod ; but it isboth good
and pleafant for brethren to dwell together in unitie. Ttislike
Aarons precious oyntment that went downe to the skirts of bis gar-
ments, &c. Itis acommunicative mercy that perfumeth whole
Kingdomes with bleffings. It is like the dew of Hermon, cie. It
makesbarren Lands fruitfull, ¢ 4 like the deW npon the monntaines
of Sion, Where the Lord commandedthe blefsing, even lifefor cver-
more.

But you will fay, Here are Motives and Arguments {ufficient O;.&. 1.
to perfwade any manto the practife of thisblefled grace. Letus Means and
heare fome helpsand meanes to procure this great mercy, that {o helps for the

our Divifions may be healed ; and peace, unitie, and concord may Procurement
of unity and

dwellin our Land. eaco
This is a worke worthy of a God, and none but a God can P,/{,,f'w
docit. )
Itis withusin England, asit was with the women that went
early in the morning to the Sepulchre, and there they found a
great ftone, and they faid, Who fball roll away this fRone? for st is veo
vy great. Mar.16.3,4. And behold, there Was a great earthguake,
for the Angel of the Lovd defcended from heaven, andcame androlled
backe the [tone from the doore, and fate uponit. This is our condi-
tion.  There isa great Mountaine of Divifion that ebftruits the
" happineflc of England, and that hinders the Lord Chrift and bis
Kingdome from rifing cut of the graveof fuperftition. But who
now fhall roll away this great ftone from the doors of the Sepul-
chre? 1 feare it will colt an earth-quake before it be removed.
Oh that we had faitb to remove Mountaines | Oh that God would
fend his Angel toroll away this ftone | Thar God Wonld makg the
Affembly of Minifters bis Angels-to take away this greas Monn-
taine,that [o there may be & Refurrettion of Jefus Chrift, and his
pure Worfbip in all its glory and beantie even in onr dayes | The
ftory of lehefuphar, 3 Chron. 10. 3. will vety well fuit with our
. times:
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1. Helpe.

times: We are in a very great ftraight as he was; and what he
did, and faid, will very wellbefitus. Letusgoe to God by prayer,
andfay. Ohb our God, we have no might againft this great company
that cometh againft ws. We have no fivengshto heale our Divifions
snthe Church, andinthe State, they are [o great and fo many, we
know not what to doey but onr eyes are upow thee. Thos that Jz)ﬂ'lﬂ find
ont a Way hidfrom ages and generations, Col.1.26. A way hidfrom
Angels and o Archangels, bid within thy [elfe, Ephel. 3.9, To fave
poere undone, fallen, loft man, even by Iefus Chriff. Ohfindouta
way toreconcile King and Parliament, to unite thy divided people
snthetruth | Ohblefled Jefu that cameft into the world to breake
downe the middle Wall of partition betWeens Iew and Gentile; that
art the great Peace-maker, make up our Wide asd greas breaches,

andtake away the many Wals of partition that divide us one from an-

other. After this manner we muft wraltle with God in prayer,and

watch thereunto with all perfeverance. t

But befides this generall belpe by Prayer; give me leave t
name a few other which are more particular,

Firlt, Let s labour to make onr peace with God, and God will
make us at peace one with another. Tranguillus Dews trangmillat
omnia. If God be at peace with thee, he will make the very [tones
in the ftreet to be at peace with thee; he will make peace flow
downelike ariver,and like a mighty ftreame. #henamans Wayes
pleafe Gody be Will even make his enemies to be at peace With bim,
Prov.16.7. You fhall finde in Scripture, that when a (hurch,
State, or perfon dividedit [elfe from God by finne, God fuffered it as
apanifment vo be dividedfrom it felfe by fallion. Affoone as ever
Sodomon had forfaken God by Idolatry, Ged prefently divided
his Kingdeme from him. And God threatencth Zerems. 13.13.
That becaufe his people had forfaken him, that therefore he would
fillthe Inbabitants of Ierufalem with drunkenne(le, and he Would
dafb them oné agasnft another, eventhe fatkers and the [onnss toge-
ther, be would ot pity, ¢&c. You fhallfind alfo that when « King
and Kingdome resurned to God, then they bad peace, and flonrifbed
in all entward happizeffs, 2 Chron 15.3.4,56,8,12,13,19, 3 Chron.
17.3,5,6-10. ‘And therefore if ever you would cure Englands
diftractions to purpofe ; {trike at the root and caufe of our divifions.
Letuslabour to find eutall thofe finnes that feparate betweenus

and
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and God 3 And when you have found them out,you muft not deale
with them as the Parliament doth with their prifoners which
they take, wfing them more kindly and courteonfly then they
were ufed before they were priforers : nor as David would have
his fonne Ab/olsm,concerning whom he gave a trict charge, that
they {hould ufe him kindly for his fake : but you muft docasthe
Oxford men doe with our prifoners, ufe them cruelly. Docas
Tofrwa did with the five Kings whom firlt he kept up clofe pri-
fonersin a Cave, and afterwards fent for them,and trod upon their
necks, and bung them up before the Lord. Thus muft we deale
with our finnes,and then we thall have peace. For as the lines ina
circumference that are dravme to the Center, the neerer they are to
the Center, the necrer they are one o another : So the neever any men
come to God in fimilitude and likene[Je, the neerer they will be ioyned
one to another in unitie and love, For if any may fay he loveth God
and hateth his brother, {:‘c isalier. For he thatloveth not hisbro-
ther whom he hath feene, bow can he love God whom he hath
not feenc? And this Commandement have we from him, that
he that loveth God, love his brother alfo, 1 J0b,4.20,21.

Secondly, Take heed of the Land-deftroying Opinion of thofe
that plead for an illimited toleration of all keligions, even of
T wrkeme, Indaifme, &5e. The Lord keepe us from being poifon-
ed withfuchan Error | This Textrifethupagain(t it, For it will
divide 2 Kingdome againft it [elfe. Tt willrend itinto a thoufand
pieces. Itita Dollrine diveétly contrary to your late Oath and Co-
venant. A Dollrine that overthroweth all ( burch-Governmint,
bringethin confufien, and openeth a wide doore unto all irreligion
and Atkeifme. For at the (ame deore tha all falfe veligions come
in, the true Religion Will guickly geront.  And if it beasbad fora
man tolive whete nothing is lawfull, as where all things are law-
fwll : furely it is every way asuncomfortable to live where therg
are all Religions, as where there is »o Religion at al.

Thirdly, To heale our Divifions, we muft labour to be cloathed
with the garment of bumility : Yot onely by pride (faith the Wife-
man) cemethcontention, Prov.73.10. Now there is a double hu-
militie we muft be cloathed withall ; humilstic of indgement , and
bumilitie of beart. Yirlt, bumilitie of indgement, tothinke that o-
thers may know the truth as wellas eur felves ; to have alow

F clteeme
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eftceme of our owne underftanding s For be shat thinketh be know-
eth any thing, be knoweth sothing yet as he onght to know, 1 Cor.
8.2, Andif any man teach otherwife,cée. faith the Apoftle,1 Tims.
6.3.9. He 7 prond knswing mothing, c. Aund thercfore let us not
be Wife in onr owne eyes , nor leans to onr oWne underfRandings,
Prov, 3.5.4. Secondly, humilitic of heart. An humble heart
1s apeaceable quiet heart. An humble heart will be fenfible of the
leaft finne, much more of this great finne to diftra& and deftroy
the peace of three Kingdomesby unneceffary difputations.

Fourthly, Labour for grace to contemne the Yoorld and all worldly
things. For many timesdivifions arife out of bafe Covetoufnefie.
It was the love of the world that divided Demas from Pasxl. And
thereforeit isfaid, 1 Zims 3.3. ThataMinifter muft not be gree-
die of filthy Incre ; and asif that were not fufficient ; be addes ror
covetows. And therefore if you would live in unitie and peace;
T ake heed and beware of covetonfueffe.

Fifthly,Pray for the (pirit of meekne[fe, patience,long-[ufferance ;
axd for mortified affections, Itisone of the Ingredients required
ina Miniter, that he (hould be one T'hat és not foone angry, Titus 1.
7. andone that ispatient, no ftriker, no brawler, 1 Tim.3.3 Meck-
nefle, and Patience, and Mortification, are neceffary Ingredients
into that Medicine that mut cure our divided Kingdome. For an
angryman [Lirreth np firife, anda furious man aboundeth in tranf-
grefsions. Prov. 39.32. Unmortifizd affeitions are the caufe of
much difturbance in Families anu Cities. And therefore Chrift
faith, Aar.9.50. Have falt in your [¢lves, and have peace ome with
snether. This/falt isthe falt of Mortification. We muft labour to
have our anger mortified ; our love of the world mortified ; our
pride mortified ; and this willbe a notable meanesto make usat
peaccone with another. As in the 0/d Law, every facrifice was
to be feafoned with fa/t 2 So let every man pray for This fal
within him{elfe to feafon his unmortified affeGions, and this will
keepe him from putrifying in malice, envie, hatred,&c.

Sixthly, Let all thy private aimes be fwallowed up in the publique
good. Let the Caufe of Zefws Chrift and his Church be dearer to
thee then thine own lite ; and this frame of fpirit will exceeding-
ly incline thee to all lawfull waies of peace and unitic. Remem-
er OV Ely, and how his heart trembled for the Arke of €ed,

1 Sam.



At the monethly Fsft, Decemb.2s. 1644.

¥ Sam. 4.13.18. He trembled not for the thought of his chil-
dren, but for the Arke ; and affoone as ever mention was made of
the taking of the Arke, he fell downe and brake his necke : he was
not troubled at the mention of the death of his two fonnes, &c.
The like we read of hisdaughterin law, 1 Sam.4.19,:0,21,23.
The like of Nehemiah who was in great profperitie himfelte, and
yet how was he diftrefled in fpirit for the miferies of Zernfalens,
Nehem.1.4. Fhe like we read of Daniel, &c. -

Seventhly, we muft nip Divifions in the bud, and quench the
fire of Contention at the beginning. That fire is eafily quenched
at firlt, which when it hath once taken poffeffion is not tobe
quenched. The Lord grant it be not laid to onr charge , that we
have fuffered Englands diftrattions to grow tofucha height, and
l;:wc not laboured in our feverall placss to compofe and quiet
them, '

Eightly, Let ws yeeld one to another for peace fake. Famous is
the example of e447abam,and worthy of all imitation, who yeel
ded hisright up to Loz, who was his yoanger and inferiour, for
peace fake, Gen.13.9.  Ifthon wilt take the left hand, then Iwill
goeto sheright 5 or if thow departeft 10 theright hand, then I will goe
ta the lefr. , -

Nintbly, Tuke beed of groundle(Jeicalonfies and fufpicions one of
anotber. Thisis E nglands great fione, and the chiete canfe of ma-
ny diftem.crs amongftus. We are like unto the children of /-
rael, who when they came firlt out of E g7pt did almoft deifie
AMofesand Aavon, But afterward, afloone as ever they beganto
mecte With f{traights and difficulties , they began prefently to
murmar againft them, and to call their fidelitie inte queftion ; and
toaccufe them, asif they had a defigne to bring them into the
Wildernefle to deftroy them, Exod.: 6.2,3. Tuft {o doec we. When
our Armies for our finnes are jultly punithed with ill faccefle, in-
ftead of refle®ing upon our finnes, tobe troubled for them ; we
falla murmuring againft our Chiefe Commanders, and quettion
their fidelitic ; asif they had a defigne tobetray usinto the enee
mieshand. ¥doe not fpeake thisas if T would countenance’any
CGommander that is guilty ;or hinder juft complaintSief, and in-
Suitdas after thofe that are guilty ; or theufe of juft memestobe
nid of fuch, Butall thatIfayis: That to faften wminf? fq@:iﬁ‘imd

o Fa ) an
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and gromndle([e iealonfies, upon thofe that venture their lives and
“eftatesin the common caufe, is to be guilty of Robbery and Mur-
der ¢ itis to fteale away and murder their goed mamses, which isas
precious as life it felfe : and itisafione that God will not pardon
unlefie the party that is guilty endeavour-to make reffitntion of
his good name, which isa worke not ealic tobe dene.  For amans
good name 15 like a white picce of papery Which if once blorted it Will
be bard to wipe ont thas blot fo asto leave noprint of it bebind, A
mans good name 13 like a Merchants eftate Which ts long in getting,
but 7 loft in a minnte : and when itis loft in the bottome of the
Sea, how fhall it ever be recovered againe ? Soisa mansgood
name. Butyet God will accept of our endevours to make refti-

tution if faithfull and induftrions.
Tenthly, To heale our Divifions, we maft make confcience to
Sfilence all onr private Opinions, and differences. Haft thon faith ?
(faith ths Apoltle, Rom, 14.22.) have it to thy felfe before God.
Doe not difturbe the Church of God at thistime with thy private
faith. Indeed if it be a matter abfolutely neceffary to falvation, it
is charitie to acquaint the Churchof Geod withit: but if wecan
befaved without it, this isnot a fit time tobroach any new Opi«
nion. Foras Elifbafaid to Gehezi, 2 King.5.26, Is this atimeto
recesvemoney ? &c. SofayI: TIsthis atime to trouble Englend
with New Opinions ? Julus Gellins telsusof certaine men that
were in a Ship ready to perith by reafon of a great Tempeft, & one
of them being a Philofopher, fell a asking of many trifling Que-
ftions s to whom they anfweréd: siueis dmoanduchenal o8 eiless 5
We are perithing, and doft thou trifle ? So fayI; Is England 4
perifring, andis thus atime to tronble it with nnncceflary difputas
tions? I doubt not but there will a time come wherein every
mans owne opinion (hall be heard : but this isa time wherein we
thould all unite againft the Common Enemy that feekesto de-
vourcusall. For my part, I doe hercopenly profeflz, Thatif [
had an opinien difagreeing from that way of Reformation which
is likely to be fet up,and did fee that the publifhing of it would di-
fturbe the peace of the Kingdome, I'would doe with it asthe
Mariners:did with.Jogab, I Wonld caft it into the fearather thastin.
sreafe the Tempeft by my opinion 5 efpecsally at [weh atime aghiksp.
And 1 doubt not but every honeft man will do the like. L ;’H"
altly,
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Lattly, Itisyour dutie ( Right Hononrable ) whom Godhath
betrufted with great power, to fupprefle thefe divifions and
differencesin Religion by your Civill Authoritie , as farre as you
are able, left yoube acceffary unto them. For God hath made yon
Coftodes utrinfque tabuls , Keepers not of the fecond Table one~
ly, (asf{ome fondly imagine ) butof the firlt Table alfo, and not
onely Keepers, but Vindices ntrinfq; Tabnle , Punithers alfo of
thofe that tranfgrefle againft citherof them. For youare the A73-
uifters of Godfor goed, and Revengers to execnte Wrath upon him
that doth evill. Rom. 13.4. And God hath deputed you for the
prnifbment of evill deers , andfor the praife of them that doe well.
1 Pet. 2. 19. There arc fome that would é/az oxt baife yonr Com-
wiffion , and reftraine this Geod and evifl to civill good and to evils
onely againft men. But thisis againlt that generall Rule, Noneff
diftingnendum wbi lex non diftinguit. Where the Law doth not
diftinguifh.there muft not we diftinguith. Tell me Ibefeech you,
Shallit be lawfull for Magiftrates to punifh thofe that deftroy mens
bodses, bat not thofe that deftroy mens fonles ? Shall they be blamed
for [wffering men to draw people away from obedience to the
Laws of the Land and to themfelves, and not alfo for fuffering mex
to draw aWay people from the trath of the Gofpel, and from the
wayesof God, fuchas Hymenans and Philesus ,-who sverthrow
the faith of fome,and their words eate as a Canker ? Shall Chriftian
Magiltratestake up the Maxime of Tiberius, Decoruns ininrias
Dincuraefle? Let Godhimfelfe take care to vindicate himfelfe
from injuries committed againft God ?  As for me,l will (juft
like Gallio ) take care of noncof thefe things. Can Chriftian
carcs endure fuch language ? Doth not God prophecy, Ifaiah 49.
23. That inthe New Tellament Kings /hall be our nuifing Fa-
thers, and Queenes onr nurfing Mothers ? And how can a Chrifti-
an Magiltrate difcharge that dutie aright.if he hath not power
from God to punith thofe that would poyfon the foules of his.
weake children with herefies, and foul-deftroying epinions? I do
not deny , but that there is great wifdome to be obferved by Ma-
giltrates in ditinguithing between perfons and perfons, betweene
errors anderrors. Some perfons are pious and peaceable , others
tutbulent and furious. -Some errorsare fuch, as fubvert.the fasth,
and defiroy she power of Godlineffes others are of. aleffer naturd,

o F3 whicly,
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Bleudy Tenent.
The Good Sa-
maritan.

Fobn Baptift.
* 2 Chron, 15.
13.

2 Chro.34-32.
Ezra 10.8.

Deut.13. §,6.
2King.23.1.

}7& 4‘0

which may confift with the power of Godlineffz, and with an uni-
tic in the faith. But that which 1now fpeake againft, is thatan-
bounded libertie that ig pleaded forin divers bocls lately written,
which hold forth this prodigious Tenent. That every man is to be
[ufferedto have the libertie of bis conftience, be it never fo Heretioall
or Idolatricall, Thisoverthrowethall the power of the Magiltrate
in punifhing berefie, blafphemy, Idolatry, and is contrary to many
plaine Textsof the * Old Teltament , and to thofe of the New
Teltament above mentioned.

Obje&. will you allow the Magiftrate to Tyrannize over mens
canfeiences,

Anfw. By nomeanes. ButI beleeve it isthe Dutie of Magi-
ftrates to keepe men from infeing their Subje@s with foulc-dg
ftroying errors. 1f thouhaft an Hereticallopinion, have it to thy
felfe, and the Magiltrate will not; nay, cannot meddle with thy
private confcience. But if thou labeureft to infe@ others with
thy grace-deftroying opinions. [ doubt not but the Magiftrate is
bound to keepe thee from fpreading thy infection to the undoing
of the fouls of his Subjects. Ifhe may lawfully thut up a manthat
hath the plague upon his body, that he may not infect others, why
not a man that hath the plaguc of Herefie upon his foule, that fo he
may nat deftroy the foulesof thoufands? Shalla C/fer ina Fa-
mily have power to put away a fervant that is tainted witha
grofle opinion, and yet not be calleda Tyrant over that fervants
confeience ! And (hall not the Chicfe CMagiftrate of a Kingdome
have power to put ont of his Kingdome (atleaft to fhutup from
doing hurt ) one thatishis fwbieé? and polluted with blafphemous
bereticall 1 dololatricall opiniens? Is not the Kingdome the < Ma-
Ziffrates Honfe and Family 2 But enough of this.

Thefe are the meanesthat are tobeufed to cure the miferable
diftrattionsof. England. The Lord giveus grace to put'them in
practife. : N :

There is one Vie more yet behind , and that is an F/e of Confo-
laianto the people of God. Notwithftanding , all the Divifions
and Diftrachions that are in the Kingdome. This is an Alablafter
boxe full of precious oyntment, and it confilts of foure particulars.

X Remember for your (Comfort that. there Was never amy great
Reformation bronghvin by Godsnto a Kingdems, but it hash alwaies

been
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been attendedwith divifions and dsfferencesin Religion, In Lut};;;; -

Reformation , How great were the differences between him and
Calvin; Infomuch, as the Reformation was more hindred by
their Divifions, then by the power and policy of the Enemy, and
yet notwithftanding, God carryed on the Worke of Reformation
maugre thefe divifions. Inthe Primitive times , many and great
were the Divifionsof the Church and of the Minilters thereof;
Infomuch , as Neazianzen faith, thatin histime there were fixe
bundrederrorsinthe Church; and in Conflantines time, the diffe~
rences between the Bifhops were fo many, that they brought fus-
dles of petitions one againlt another , which the Emperonr out of
his wonderfull defire of Peace would not fo much asread, but
burnt them all before their faces. How fad was the divifion be-
tween Pasiand Barnabas, and yet God turned it to a good effe@.
For by that meanes the Gofpel was the more fpread throughout
the world ! And therefore Ict us not be over-difcouraged. For
thefe Divifions are no new things, and therefore no ftrange
things.

ziz Confider for your comfort, Magna veritas et prevalebit.
Truthis abeame of God, the purchafe of Tefus Chrift, and it fhall
prevaile at lalt. Though our divifions and diftra®ions do much
weaken usand prorogue our fettlement, yet notwithtanding the
Caufe we manage is Gods Caafe, and 1t (hall prevaileat lalt, As
Chrift Iefus rofe from the grave in fpight of the Jewes that rolled a
great {tone before the doore of the Sepulchre to hinder him. Sc
the Caufe of Chrift, and the worfhip and government of Chrift
fhallrife and flourifh : and there will come a time wherein the
Church of God {hall be glorious here upon earth ; and the Motto

of it (hall be (or unum, viannt. One heart,one wair; This will

come to paffe in{pight of our Divifions. For God' hath promifed
it, Jer.32.39. Zeph.3.9. :

The third Comfortis: That Amtichrift (hall downe though
ke be never fo firmely united. The Kingdome of the Dewil (hall
be d<ftroyed though Setan joyne with Sazan. And though Sazan
will not caft out Satan; but is ftrongly compacted, and asa Citie at
unitie within it {elfe, yet God will calt out Sazan at /af?, and his
kingdome fhall perith. Though Turke and Pope ; though French
and Spaniard ; thongh the Irifh Rebels, and Englith P;)apiﬁ?t and

roteftants
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Proteftants at large thould joynhand in hand & confpire together
tooverthrow thelittle flock of Iefus Chrilt, yet notwith(tanding
they doe but kick againyt pricks. Antichrift is fallen,and the poore
flock of Chrilt thallbe asa burdenfome flone unto all peopls ; all that
burden themfelves with it [ballbe cut in picces, thongh all the people
of theearth be gathered together againft it, Zach.rz. 3- Bellarmine
makes snitiea figne of atrue Church, But thenthere fhould be a
true Church amongft the Devils; for where be dwels there is
peace. Andyet the Papilts cannot boaft much of their switie. For
they bave their different Sets oppofite one to another, and the
Iefuite tothemall. Vnitie without verity is a figne of the Malig-
nant Church, but not of the Church of Chrift. And unitie with-
out veritic, (hall not uphold a State. For thongh hand ioyne in

~ handthe Wicked [ball not be unpunifbed, Prov.11.21.

Laltly, Remember in what ftate and condition the people of the
Tewes were inwhen Chrift came into the World, It was when the
government wWas departed from Iwaah, and the Kingdeme given
toa franger ; whenthe Sancdrim (which was their Parliament)
was deftroyed ; and they themfelves brought into perfect flae
very. Their condition was never fobad as at that time. And alfo
they never had mote Se@s and Divifions then when Chrilt was
borne : There were in Jerufalems the Herodsans, the Seribes
and Pharifses. There were alfo the Eflesi, (though the Gofpel
makesno mention of them.) Inthis fad jun@ure of time Ze (s
Chriff was borne. Oh what abundance of confolation may be
fuckt out of the brealts of this truth ! Chrift came into the world
when his Church wasin the greateft extremitie. And are not we
at this time in great extremity # Are we not brought very low by
our finnes, and by our divifiens the fruit of our finnes?® We have
divided our felves frem God by our finnes, and God hath divided
usone from arother. Let usbefeech the Lord Tefus Chrift to come
once more into the world by his Spirit of power | Let us not
defpaire of his coming. Forheis Dews inmonte, Heis our peace
now the A[fyrianisin the Land, ic. 5.5. And when he comes
?c will comeas a Conquerour to fubdue his cnemies under his
cet.

This day is the day which is commonly called 7%¢ Feaft of
Chrifts Nasivitie, or Chrifimas day : A day that hath been here-
' tofore
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tofore much abufed to fuper fition and prophanenc(ffe. Itisnot eafic
to reckon whether the fuperftition hath beene greater, or the pro-
phaneneffe. Thave knowne fome that have preferred Chriftmaus
day before the Lords Day, and have cryed downe the Lords Dy,
and cried up Chriftmas day. 1 have knowne thofe that would be
fure to receivethe Sacrament upon Chriltmas day, though they
did not receive it-all the yeare after, Thisand much more was the
fuperttition of the day. And the prophanencile was asgreat. Old
Father Latimer faith in one of hisSermons, That the Devil had
more fervice in the twelve Chriltmasholy dayes (as they were
called) then God had all che yeare atter. Semecafaith of his time,
Olim December menfis erat, nunc annus ef. There are fome that
though they did not play at Cardsall the yeare long, yet they muft
play at Chriftmas; thereby,it {feemes, to keepe in memory the
birth of Chrift, Thisand much more hath beene the profanation
of this Fealt. And truely I thinke that the fuperftition and pro-
fanation of this day is fo rooted into it, as that there isno way te
reforme it but by dealing with it as Hezekiab did with the brazen
Serpent. This yeare God by a Providence hath buried this Feaf in
a Faft, and 1 hope it will never rife agame. You have fet out
(Right Henourable) a ftrié Order for the keeping of it, and you
are here this day tocbferve your owne Order, and I hope you will
doe it fin@ly. The neceflitic of the timesare great. Never more
need of Prayer and fafting. The Lord give nsgrace tobe humbled
in this day of Humiliation for all cur owne, and Englands {innes;
and efpecially for the old fuperflition , and profanation of this
Feaft : alwaics rememring upon fuch dayes as thefe, /4. 22,
12,13,14.
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